Things of Go 
ſerve Him accepta 
Wich ſome f 


- ” : - * 2 Py” ® 
- Th - * £ 
— g — 1 3 9 . , . a, * - & AA bh 1 : 
F = hy = bi - 7 1 1 .* 1 * 
W Ss. . — N 
1 — * r . * -* ® . 2 | 2 
? k 1 | 


4 ' Gov's Love in ſend- 8 
| LEON to die for all 


neee. 


4: Thel. v. 21. Prout all Thing: 4 'bo / 
5 od: Rom. i. 10 * bet may. 
!. pm ee in chen. i 


— " eo > 


—_— 
Mc. 4 


ow — 1-34 — 


5 


* = 


« ad. 


, 6 . + 
þ Bljtion Reviſed, and. — 1 
1 . - = 0. * : 3 | 15 | Fa l 


2% £2 ˙—˙—— rr 
* — —— ” ” 
I * 


— — 


* 2 


— 


LOS 


BOSE | 

1 
4 

135 

19 
1 
. 
| :# 
1 
1 
» 


# ® : z 4 
* 1 
" . 
- 
- 
: 7 1 
4 
8 " 


— 
5 . 
A a ” p 7 = 
» % : 6 * | \ . "Xx 
- _ 5 5 4 
« » : * 
o ' * pe * . 
: . " 5.4 7 
1 N N * : * - . 
P = * - 
* = o | . 
* * 1 I : * 5 of 
” - . LA 
* - 
h * = * * - 
J : 
" R 1 
\ ” ' ' ' X 
. k : - . 
” E | 4 * — 
ry 
3 
o * - * - - 


F Friendly Reader! 
111 HAT is here preſented to 1 


View, 1s written in great Love, 
and I deſire that the Lord by his 


Holy Spirit, "may give thee a right Us-. 


derſtanding of the Truths herein laid 


dawn. Our Principles and Doctrine 


have been very much miſrepreſented, ans 
many of our Friends Words and Writings 
have been wreſted and miſ* conſtrued by 
many, who wanted Charity, which ts 
the Bond of Perfection; the Apoſtle has 
excellently deſcr 155 it, in his firſt Epi- 
„le to the AE ians, he faith, ; Thi 11 
Charity ſuffereth long, and is 5 8 IP 
kind, Charity envieth © Nor: 
Charity Lare t it ſelf, is Waage 
up, yet not ave It tel ure 
- eekerh 
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ed, thinketh no Evil, rejoyceth not in Ini- 
quity, but rejoyceth in the Truth: 00, 
that it might prevail among the Children 
4 Men univerſally that ſo there might 

e no en2ying one another. Charity is ſo 


that it t 


1 Cor. xiii. 3. 


nketh no Evil: Though ſaith 
the Apoſtle, I beſtow all my 
Goods to feed the Poor, and 
give my Body to be burned, and have not 
Charity, it profiteth me nothing, It were 
greatly to be deſired, that all would en- 
Cavour to excel therein, that ſo there 
Night be an holy Harmony amongſt the 
.Ghiuldren. of Men. This Treatife being 
ſmall, may come into many Hands, where 
ſome large Books, that give à more full 


- 


and Principles, may not come ; and if the 
Obſervations that are made on the ſeve- 


ral Heads touched upon, may have the 


good Effect to remove Prejudice, and 
open the underſtanding of the kts na 
Fo and or ſa it will 22 muc ' 
| [wer the Defire of him, who wiſhes wel. 
t Thee and all Men; AF 50 | 


Benjamin Hortms. 


|. Amſterdam the 18th of the 
Loth Month. 1723, N. 2 


Feketh not her own, is not eaſily, provok. 


far from [peaking Evil, or doing Evil, 
/ 


and particular Account of” our Doctrine 
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Chriſtian LOVE 


To all K E OP L E, e. 


A 


S the Lord hath 1988 ſo wonderfully 
gracious and kind to the Children of 
Men, who were gone aſtray from him, 


that he has ſent the: Spirit of his Son Gal. jj 6. | 


into their Hearts, to be a Guide and 

Teacher to them ; it is greatly to be defied 
they may all take Heed unto it, that there- 
by they may be enabled to withſtand and re- 
ſift the Enemy of their Souls, in all his Temp- _ 


tations and Aſſaults; for it is certain, 5-2 


Chriſt ſaid, without me ye can do nothing; 


are not able without the Help of his . | 


to reſiſt the leaſt Temptation; for in t 
Divine Light, which light der) vel i 
Man that cometh into the Wort 1 4 9. f 
gives Men and Women a 
caovery of that which is evil, ite: 15 Power 
c enable them to withſtand and reſiſt the 
' Enemy in all his e as they take 
4% 
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Heed to it; but many People are Strangers 
to this Divine Light, poor the Apoſtle Paul 
tells us, how Men may know it ; he faith 
All things that are reproved, are made 
Ep. v. 13- manifeſt by the Light , for whatſoever 
doth make manifeſt is Ligbt. It is no 
Mat. iv. 1. Sin to be Tempted, if Men ſhut out 
the Temptation as ſoon as it 1s pre- 
ſented ; for we read that Chrift was tempted 
ſeveral Ways, but he overcame the Tempter 
by reſiſting of him; the Apoſtle James faith, 
„ a the Devil and be will flee e from 
7- you: Draw nigh to God, and he will 
draw nigh to you. It is to this holy 
Eight and Spirit, that lets People ſee the Evil, 
when it is preſented, that we endeavour to turn 
the Minds of the Children of Men, that there- 
by they may be enabled to withſtand the Ene- 
my | in all his Temptations ; we read that 
. the Nations of them which are ſaved, 
PAN xl 23. ſhall walk in the Light of the Lamb : 
VP John i i. 7. F wwe walk in the Light, faith Jobn, 
as be is in the Lipht, we have Fel- 
levi one with another, and ibe Blood of Feſus 
Chriſt: bis Son, cleanſeth us from all Sin. If all 
at profeſs to be the Followers of the Lord Je- 
Tus: Chrift, did but walk in this Holy Light 
- as they. ought to do, they would ſhew forth 
Chriſtianity in the Purity of it, and adorn 
the Doctrine of God our Saviour, by their 
Good and:Holy Living; we read, be Light 
Jobo . Hineth in Darkneſs and the Darkneſs 
5 cumprebended it not. How many 
that a are * OP to W Hol Light 85 
c „5 
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God has cauſed to ſhine in Men's dark He 


have ſpoke Evil of it, and alſo of many that 


have bom Teſtimony to it? We read that 
the Apoſtle Paul, was ſent to turn Men from 
Darkneſs to Light, aud from the ay 0 of Satan 
unto God. And this is the grea ur now 
of thoſe that are truly the Miniſters of Chriſt, 
to turn the Children of Men to that true Light, 
which we read, lighteth every Man 
that cometh into the World. This 
Divine Light ought not to be rejected, nor the 
true Way of worſhipping God deſpiſed ; be- 
cauſe they may beevilly ſpoken of by many that 
are ignorant of them: The Way in which the 
Apoſtle Paul worſhippedGod was by ſome that 
were Strangers to it, counted Hereſy, and the 
Believers were accounted à Set every 5 

were ſpoken againſt; and it was ſaid C tt 
concerning Chriſt, Have any of the © 
Rulers, or of the Phariſees, believed John vii. 48. 
on bim? But this People, who know 49 © 
not the Law are accurſed. They were ſo Igno- 
rant, that they counted thoſe that belig gin (brit 
accurſed. Many of the Children d God: have 


been evilly 3 of, by thoſe that were Stran- 


gers to the Lord, Bebold, ſaith Jahn, | i. 
what Manner of Love the Father hath E SE " N 
beſtowed upon us, that we ſhould be ow 


called the Sons of God, therefore the World know. ** 


eth-us not, Becauſe it knew him not. He aſſigns 
the Reaſon, why the World knew them not, 


becauſe, ſaith he, it knew him not: While Set | 


was un of God, he perſecuted his 
Pie; all his Learning and Sebolcthip did not 
A 4 give 
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ire him the Knowledge of God. nor yet the 
Knowledge of his People; And Saul yet breath. 
AQs; ing out Threatnings and Slaughter a- 
PI * on gainſt the Diſciples of the Lord, went 


bim Letters to Damaſcus, to the Synagogues, that 
if be found any of this Way, whether they were 
Men or Women, he might bring them bound to 
Jeruſalem ; and as be journeyed, he came near 
Damaſcus, and ſuddenly there ſhined round about 
him a Light from Heaven, and he heard a Voice 
ſaying, Saul, Saul, why perſecuteſt thou me ? 
And he ſaid, who art thou Lord? And the Lord 
ſaid, I am Jeſus whom thou perſecuteſt : It is 
hard for thee to kick againſt the Pricks. It is to 
be feared, that many do not know that it is 


the Lord by his Spirit, that inwardly pricks 


them when they do amiſs. Now here is the 
Ground of Perſecution, when Men know not 
God, nor thoſe that are truly his People, they 
perſecute the true Worſhippers of God as He- 
reticks. How many of the Martyrs in Queen 
Mary's Days, were perſecuted, and put to 
Death as Hereticks, by thoſe that were igno- 
rant of God ? And how many of our Friends 
have been perſecuted unto Death, by thoſe that 
were Strangers to the Lordand his People ? But 
as it was of old, ſo it is now, be that is born 


after the Fleſh, perſecutes him that is born after 


the Spirit; we read how Chriſt ſaid to his Fol- 
| lowers, If the World hate you, ye 
2 8. know that it hated me before it bated 
kt you: If ye were of the World, the 
World would love his own, but becauſe ye are 
| aot 


unto the High-Prieſt, and deſired of 


of E 


rejoin, 


A N * , „ 
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World, therefore the World hateth you: Remem- 
her the Word that I ſaid unto you, the Servant 
7s not greater than bis Lord; if they have per- 
ecuted me, they will alſo perſecute you. It has 
fren been the Lot of many of the Followers of 
hriſt, to be perſecuted and reviled, and evil 
ſpoken of ; but our Saviour, to encourage his 
Diſciples to bear Perſecution and the Reproa- 
ches and Revilings of Men, faith, Bleſſed are 
e when Men ſhall revile you, and per- 
ecute you, and ſhall ſay all Manner Math. v. 


of Evil againſt you, falſy for my Sake, ere 4 


Reward in Heaven, for fo perſecuted they the 
Prophets which were before you. Although they 
that believed in Chriſt were accounted accurſed 
by ſome, it was happy for them who did be- 
lieve in, and receive him, to them he 7 

gave Power to become the Sons 0 $4 God, Phu f. 12. 
This is the great Bleſſing whi 

receive Chriſt by his Spirit into their Hearts, as 
they are ſubject to him, they do not only re- 
ceive Power to conquer their Luſts and Paſ- 
ſions, but alſo to do the Will of God, and 
keep his Commands. But how many that are 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by his Light and Spirit in 


Myſtery which hath been hid from 


is made manifeſt to his Saints, to * 35 
op od would make known, what is the RR 
e, 


— 


ot of the World, but I baue ny you out of the | 


rejoice and be exceeding glad, for great is your 


they have, that 


Strangers to the inward Appearance of the 


Men's Hearts, have look'd upon it as ſtrange p 
Doctrine to preach Chriſt within. This is the 


Ages and from Generations, but now col. 1 . 2 


e (100 
of the Glory of this Myſtery among the Gentile 
which is Cbriſt in you the Hope of Glory. And 
when ſome of our Friends have born Teſtimo 
John ny to that Divine Light which ligu 
9 eib every Man that cometh into th 
World, many have made a Wonder of it, hoy 
the Light could be in Men; and have ſpoke 
ſlightly of the Spirit, although we read, « 
| ... many as are led by the Spirit of Gu 
* n. vun. they are the Sons of G04 7 an 
Rom. viii. 9. Man, (faith the Apoſtle,) hath mi 
the Spirit of Chriſt, be is none of bi 
If Men have not this Spirit for their Guide, 
they cannot be Chriſtians, nor Members d 
Chriſt's Church, although they may be ſtrict in 
obſerving a great many outward Obſervatiom, 
for we read that in Chriſt eſis, 
2* neither Circumciſion, availeth ay 
Thing, nor Uncircumciſion, but a new Creatur:. 
It is as Men come to be born of the Divin 
Nature, being created anew in Chriſt Jeſus, un- 
to good Works, that they come to have a right 
Underſtanding of the Things of God; I thank 
ES! thee, O Father, ſaid Chriſt, Lori * 
"20 25. of Heaven and Earth, becauſe thou FY 
| - haſt hid theſe Things from the Wil: | 
and Prudent, and halt revealed them unto Ba bes Þ% 
Even ſo, Father, for ſo it ſeemed good in thy 
Sight. He that is truly a Child of God, and 
born of his Spirit, has a more true and ſenſible 
Knowledge of God, and alſo of the Myſteries 
of his Kingdom, than Men in their natural and £, 
unconverted State can attain unto, by all their 
Wiſdom and Parts; forweread, that the 7 - 


4 Vi 


Gal. vi. 15. 


{a 11 * | 
n receiveth not the Things of the 

Mirit of God, for they are Fc . (Chr. " 
unto him, neither can he know them, 

becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned.” ay are 
beyond his Reach and "Comprehenſion, the 
Apoſtle faith, Prove all Things : hold _ 

aſt that which is good. Now the | Thef: 4 
way for Men to have a right and * 
clear Diſcovery of the Truth, is to come to 
that Divine Light, which God has cauſed to 
ſhine in Men's Hearts; the Apoſtle ſaith, God, 
who commanded the Light to ſhine N 
out of Darkneſs, bath ſhined in our © Corum... 
Hearts to give the Light of the Knowledge of 1 
Glory of God, in the Face of Feſus Cbrſſt. 


Ap as the Lord by his Light, gives thee 
a Sight and Diſcovery - of the Truth, I deſire 
that thou may ſt embrace it, and join with it; 
the Lord, faith the Prophet, hath ſhewed to 
thee, O Man, what is good, and what doth the 
Lord require of thee, but to doFuſtly, and to love 
Mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God ? Now 
the Lord by his Holy Lebt doth not only 
ſhew Men that which is good, and what he re- 
268 of them; but he is near to ſhew them 

at which is Evil, in its very firſt Appearance : 
He that ſhews to Man his J Thoughts, faith the 
Prophet, the Lord of Hoſts is his Name; the 
Apoſtle faith, WWhatſoever makes manifeſt is 
Light, and whatſoever i is reproved, is made ma- 
nifeſt by the Light. Now this Holy Light 
which gives Men a Sight and Diſcovery of that 
which ts OY, WHEN it I n is the 


FF 8 great 


7 


F 

great Touch Stone that we deſire all may com 
to. If Men do not take Heed to this, thy 
may ſoon err in Judgment, and receive an 
embrace falſe Doctrine, and wrong Principle, 
And Men's receiving falſe and wrong Opini. 
ons, doth very much open a Door for wrong 
Practices. If Men once entertain a Belief, tha 
there is no Poſſibility of their conquering and 
overcoming their Corruptions while here, what 
Encouragement is there for them to war again 
them? Or if they believe that there is a Pur- 
gatory, or a Place in which they may be clean 
{ed from their ſins after Death, it is no Won 
der, if they live, ſo as to fulfil and gratify their 
own carnal Deſires and Inclinations. But tt i; 
his Work that was a Lyar from the Beginning, 
to perſwade Men to believe this; we do not 
read, that the rich Man, that we have an Ac- 
count of in Luke, met with any Place of clean- 
ſing after Death. And if Men entertain a Be- 
lief that God has before ordained a great Part 
of Mankind to periſh, and the reſt to be ſav- 
ed; and that the Numbers are ſo fix*d, that 
none can be diminiſhed from them that are to 
periſh, or any added to the Number of them 
that are to be ſaved, what need any Body take 
any Careabout another World : This Doctrine, 
doth very much deſtroy Religion and Chriſtia- 


nity. I believe, ſome have been fo darkened ww 
in their Underſtandings, that they have not Nhe 
ſtuck to ſay, that God has fore-ordained what- peo 
ever comes to paſs; that he has appointed the nah 


Murderer to murder, and the Thief to ſteal, Call 
that ſo they might conſequently periſh. How wil 
| Conta 


„ mY 
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P 
ontrary is this Doctrine to what we read in 
he Holy Scripture, where the Lord has faid, 
ſs I live I have no Pleaſure in the E 0 
ab of the Wicked, but rather bat 
WW: wicked turn from bis Way and fer. vii. 31. 
ve. We read, that they have built 

be bigh Places of T ophet, which is in the Val- 
ey of the Son of Hinnon, to burn their Sons and 
Daughters in the Fire, yet faith the Lord, 1 
ommanded them not, neither came it into 
eart. Although this came to paſs, the Lord 
as ſo far from ordaining it, that ſpeaking 
after the manner of Men, he ſaid, it came not 
into bis Heart. It would be abominable to 
Way, that God ordains all the wicked Things 
which come to paſs. I wiſh that all would 
be careful how they are impoſed upon, to re- 
ceive any Doctrines, which are repugnant to 


tans, recorded in the Holy Scriptures; and 
that People would compare their Doctrine with 
the Doctrine there laid down, and ſee how they 
correſpond. It has pleafed God to raiſe up a 
People to preach the ſame Doctrine, and bear 
the ſame Teſtimony, . that. the Apoſtles and 

primitive Chriſtians bore," Jab füt en; 
ye are of God, he that kuoweth God, . John ix. 
leareth us; he that is not of Goa, | 
teareth not us. I deſire that none may reject 
the Truth, becauſe it may be held forth by a 
People that are deſpiſed by many that do not 
nghtly know them, for ye ſee your i 
Calling, Brethren, how that not mam 27, 28, 29. 
wiſe Men after the Fleſh, not many 1 
mighty, 


the Doctrine of Chriſt, and the primitive Chriſ- 
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4288 A 
mighty, not many noble, are called, but Gy 
hath choſen the fooliſh Things of the World 5 
confound the Wiſe, and God bath choſen the wet 
Things of the World to confound Things which 
are Mighty, and baſe 7 hings of the World, ani 
Things which are deſpiſed, hath God choſen, 
yea, and Things which are not, tobring to nought 
Things that are, that no Fleſh may glory in hi 
Sight. Alchough the moſt of them that be. 
lieved in, and received the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
were not the wiſe, and mighty, and noble; yet 
we may conclude ſafely, that ſome of the wiſe, 
Sc. did believe in him: And although the 
Generality of them, that are now come to be- 
lieve in, and receive the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in 
his ſpiritual Appearance, are not of the wiſe 
and noble; yet bleſſed be the Lord, ſome ſuch 
are come to believe in, and receive Chriſt by 
his Spirit into their Hearts; and that all may 
thus receive him, is my ſincere Deſire. 


——— ** * 


— 


1. Concerning the Univerſality of God's Love in 
ſending his Son to die for all Men. 


E freely own, that it is the Duty of 
-YY the Children of Men to believe in 
Chriſt, as he did outwardly appear; and we 
hold it to be abſolutely needful, that they be- 
lieve his Death and Sufferings, and what he 
has done for them, without them, where it has 
pleaſed God to afford them the Benefit of the 
Holy Scnptures, that declare thereof; yet we 
believe this outward Knowledge is not fo ors 

| COT a ED? | utely 


— | 
utely eſſential to ion, but that Men may 
de ſaved by the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that ſuffer- 
d upon the Croſs for them, if they are ſubject 
o his Spirit in their Hearts, although their 
Lots may be caſt in thoſe remote Parts of the 
orld, where they are without the Benefit 
of the Holy Scriptures, and may know nothing 
of the Coming of Chriſt in the Fleſh, for the 
Apoſtle Paul in the 5th of the Romans faith, 
As by the Offence of One, Judgment came upon 
Wl Men to Condemnation, even fo by the Righte- 
Wouſneſs of One, the free Gift came upon all Men 
WW Juſtiſication of Life; for as all Men partake 
Wof the Fruit of Adam's Fall, by Reaſon of that 
evil Seed, which through him is communicated 
unto them, which inclines them unto Evil, 
although many Thouſands of them never heard 
of the Fall of Adam, nor of his Eating of the 
forbidden Fruit; ſo we believe many may, and 
do receive Benefit by the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
as they take Heed to that divine Light and 
Grace, which is communicated to Mankind 
univerſally, through him, although they may 
know nothing of his Coming in the Fleſh. 
Now though we hold it abſolutely needful, that 
Men believe in the Death and Sufferings of 
Chriſt, where they have the Benefit of the 
Holy Scriptures that declare thereof, as is be- 
fore obſerved ; yet all this Knowledge will not 
entitle to a Part in. the-Kingdom of God, un- 
kfs they know him that died for them, to ſave 
them out of thoſe Things that unfit them for 
that Holy Kingdom, into which nothing that 
8 unclean can enter. | 4 
| : 
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F the whole World. Here is the wonderful 


n 
Bor becauſe we bear Teſtimony to the 
John i inward Appearance of the Lord Jef 
99. 9 Chrift, by his Light and Spirit i 
Men's Hearts, ſome have been ſo unkind an 
unjuſt, that they have not ſtuck to ſay, that we 
deny'd the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that ſuffered 
without the Gates at Jeruſalem for us, which i; 
a very great Abuſe upon us, for we firmly be. 
lieve in him, that was born of the Virgin Mar, 
that ſuffered upon the Croſs for the Redemp- 
tion of Mankind univerſally ; and we are ſo far 
from denying him that died for us, and roſe 
again, and aſcended into Heaven, ard is come 
again by his Spirit into our Hearts, that we 
hold forth his Death and Sufferings in a far 
more extenſive Manner, than many others do; 
for a great many will have it, that Chriſt only 
died for the Believers, and a Part of Mankind; 
but we believe according to the Scripture, that 
he taſted Death for every Man. But we ſe: 
PIR Jeſus, who was made a little lower 
b. u. 9. than the Angels, for the Suffering of 
Death, crowned with Glory and Honour, that 
he by the Grace of God ſhould taſte Death for 
1 Jobs ll. 1. 297 Man. My little Children, the(: 
z n . 1, Things write 1 unto you, that ye ſin 
mot; and if any Man fin, we have an 
Advocate with the Father, Feſus Chriſt the 
Righteous : And he is the Propitiation for our 
Sins, and not for ours only, but alſo for the Sins 


e N — = a& © . * 


Love of God ſet forth to Mankind univerſally, 
Tg 5 therefore, as by the Offence of one, 
n  '7* Judgment came upon all to Condemna- 
Te | tion; 


res 
ten; eden ſo bythe Righteouſneſs of one, the 


re 7 Gift came upon all Men to Fuſtification of 


Life So that the Plaſter is as broad as the 
Sore. Now although we believe, that Chri/? 
has by his offering up of himſelf once for a 

cleared the Score, ſo far upon the Account of 
Infants and Mankind in general, that no Man 
will periſh becauſe of the Sin of Adam; yet we 
do not believe tnat the Death and Sufferings 
of Chriſt without the Gates of Jeruſalem, will 
render Men juſtified, and acceptable in the 
Sight of God ; except they know him that died 
for them, to d them out of actual Sin- 
ning, and from thoſe Things that unfit them 
for the Kingdom of God. Know ye not, faith 
the Apoſtle, that the Unrighteous ſhall not in- 
Berit the Kingdom of God? Be not 
deceived; neither Fornicators, nor . 
Idolaters, nor Adulterers, nor Effe- 


minate, nor Abuſers of themſelves with Man- | 


kind, nor Thieves, nor Covetous, nor Drunkards, 

nor Revilers, nor Extortioners, ſhall inherit the 
Kingdom of God; and ſuch were ſome of you, 
but ye are waſhed, but ye are ſanctiſied, but ye 
are juſtified in the Name of the Lord Feſus Chriſt, 
and by the Spirit of our God. Here the Apoſtle 
has clearly ſet forth how Men are juſtified. 

Now this is what we are concerned for, that 
all People may come to know the Lord to 


work a Change in their Hearts, and waſh them 


by his Spirit. He ſaved us by the 

waſhing of Regeneration, and the re- 1 117 

newing of the Holy Ghoſt, which he 

* on. us abundantly, through Jeſus Chriſt our 
B 


Saviour. 


1 Cor. vi. 9, | 


wn | 
Svious, Row here is Salvation and Fullifice- 
fion by Chrift, upon a true and right Founda- 
tion; And ſbe ſpall bring forth a Son, and thou 
Mare. 3. 21. Halt call bis Name Jeſus, for be 
Watt. 1 a. fball ſave bis People from their Sins, 
Mark, that Salvation from Sin is the Way for 
Men to be ſaved by Chriſt, from the Wrath 
to come; for we read, that Tribulation and 
„ Anguiſh will be upon every Sou! o 

; 9» Man that doth Evil, of the Jew 551 

and alſo of the Gentile. There is 
therefore now no Condemnation to them which are 
in Chriſt Jeſus, twho walk not after the Fleſh, 
but after the Spirit, As Men come to witneſs 
a being waſhed and ſanctified, and brought 
into Chrif, and know their abiding to be in 
him, they are redeemed out of thofe Things 
that bring Condemnation. | 


| Ir any Man be in Chriſt, he is a new Crea- 
ture, Wboſoever abideth in him, finneth'not. We 

e John il. 6. know, that whoſoever is born of God, 
rn ug 2 God keepeth himſelf, and that wick- 
: ed one toutheth him not. He that 
believeth on the Son of God, hath the Witneſs in 
himſelf. This is the Sum of all, for Men fo 
to live, that they may have the Witneſs in 
themſelves, that they pleaſe God. We read 
concerning Enoch, that before he was tranſlat- 
ed, he had this Teſtimony, that he pleaſed 
1 God. Tf our Heart condemn us, God 
# fo = n 1s greater than our Heart and know- 
ttb all Things: If our Heart condemn 
1 3 


finneth not, but be that is begotten of 
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1 not, * have we Confidence towards God. 
Friendly Reader, whoever thou art, that ar 
condemned and reproved in thy ſelf, for tha 
which is Evil, I tenderly deſire, thou may ſt 
turn to that Holy Spirit, which doth — 

reprove thee for it: I go not atvay, EE 

the Comforter will not come unto you, fe 8 * 
but if 1 depart, I will ſend him unto © © 

you, and * he is come, he will reprobe the 
Warld o The ſame Holy Spirit that re- 
proves Men 25 Sin, will not onl» give them 
Power over thoſe Things that they are ovet- 
come with, which are evil, if they take heed 
unto it, but as they come out of thoſe Things, 
they are reproved for, it will be a Divine Com- 
forter to them, and they will be inwardly juſti- 
fied in themſelves: We read; that the Grace 
of God, that bringeth Salvation, hath 
appeared to all Men, teaching us, that , 
denying Ungodlineſs, ana worldly * Mo 
Laſts, we ſhould live ſoberly, righteoufly, and 
godly in this preſent World, jooking for that bleſ- 
fed Hope, and the glorious appearing of the great 


God, and our Saviour Feſus Chriſt, who gage 
himſelf for us, that he might redeem us from 22 

Iniquity, and purify unto bimſelf a peculiar Peu 
the * . 


ple, zealous of good Works. Now although 
Apoſtle has here ſo excellently born Teſtimony ' 


to the Sufficiency and Univerſality of the Grace 


of God, many are ſo narrow, that they are not 
willing to own, that Chri/? has died for all, nor 
will they allow, that faving Grace is given to 
all, altho' we read, that @ Manifeſtation of 1 the 
Spirit is given to 72 Man, to profit wil hal. 

And 


Tit. ii. it, Wo 


hs; ©. 

And in the Parable of the Sower, that went 

forth to ſow, the Seed fell on all the four ſorts 

of Ground, but it did not bring forth Fruit to 

Perfection, ſave only in the good Ground; 

and the unprofitable Servant had a Talent com- 
mitted to him, which was ſufficient for him, 
if he had but improved it; *tis plain, that the 


Fault was in himſelf, ſo that if any Man periſh, 


he is the Cauſe of his own Deſtruction, as it 
was faid of 1/rael, O Iſrael, thou haſt deſtroy. 
ed thy ſelf, but thy Help is in me! God gave 
As them of his good Spirit to inſtru# 
6 © * them, but they rebelled againſt him. 
| Many for want of a right Under- 
ftanding, have made a very wrong Uſe of 
Paul's Words in the gth of the Romans, For 
the Children being not yet born, nei- 
ther having done any Good or Evil, 
That the Purpoſe of God according to 
Election might ſtand, wot of Works, but of him 


Rom. ix. 
11, 12, 13. 


that calleth, it was ſaid unto her, the Elder 


ſhall ſerve the Younger , as it is written, Jacob 
have I loved, but Eſau have 1 hated. Now the 
Apoſtle doth not ſay, that before the Children 
were born, it was ſaid, Jacob have I loved, 
and Eſau have I hated, but that tbe Elder ſhall 


ſerve the Younger, and as *tis written, Jacob 


have 1 loved, but Eſau have I bated, He has 
Reference to what is written: mag N 

q or thy Violence againſt thy Brother 
ee Jed fame ſhall cover thee, and 
thou ſhalt be cut off for ever. If God had hat- 
ed Eſau, and ordained Pharoah to periſh be- 
fore they were born, he would have been a 

2 | Reſpecter 


ce Se SS ren . 


0 A 


Reſpecter of Perſons, which is contrary to the 


ceive, ſaid he, that God is no Re- ha; 
ſpefter of Perſons, but in every Nati- 35. NM 
on be that feareth him, and worketh | 
Righteouſneſs, is accepted with bim. Here are 
the Conditions laid down, upon which all Peo- 
ple may be accepted of God, for we believe, 
as it is the Will of God, that all Men ſhould 
be ſaved, ſo he gives to every Man a Day of 
Viſitation, in which he inwardly ſtrives with 
them, by his Holy Spirit to reclaim them : He 
{trove long with the People in the old World, 
And the Lord ſaid, my Spirit ſpall 
not always ſtrive with Man, becauſe 
he alſo is _ There was a Time in which 
they might ha 

not be reclaimed, from thoſe Things that were 


Gen. vi. 3. 


diſpleaſing to him, therefore he cut them off 


in his Wrath; and there was alſo a Time in 
which the Inhabitants of Jeruſalem might have 
been gathered, but they would not, and our 
Saviour wept over them and ſaid, O Jeruſa- 
lem! Jeruſalem, Thou that killeſt the Prophets, 
and ſtoneſt them which are ſent unto 1 by 
thee, how often Would I have gathers z 25 * 
ed thy Children togetber, even as 4 7 
Hen gathereth her Chickens under hem ings, and 
ye would not] Behold, your Houſe is left unto you 
deſolate. Chriſt did not ſay, they could not be 
gathered, but ſaid, ye would not; ſo that the 
Cauſe why they were not gathered, was not in 
the Lord, but in themſelves; but if God by a 
ſecret Decree had beforehand determined their 


5 3 Peſtruction, 


Apoſtle Peter's Teſtimony, Of a Truth I per- 


ve been ſaved, but they would 


(22) 
Deſtruction, why ſhould he have ſent his Ser, 
vants to them, in order that they might be 
athered ; and what will People make of our 
3 weeping over them, if they were 
before ordained inevitably to periſh. I wiſh 
all may conſider theſe Things ſeriouſly, the 
Apoſtle faith, What if God, willing to ſhew WM * 
his Wrath, and to make his Power: 6 

l 

{ 

{ 


Rom. 9. 22+ 4% wn, endyred with much long-ſuf- 
Fering the Veſſels of Wrath fitted to Deſtrutiion 
and why 1s this long ſuffering, but in order 
that they might be gained upon, why was th: 
p long- ſuffering of God, which waited 
5 er. in. 1 the Days of Noah, while the Ark 
was preparing, but that they might 
be reclaimed from their wrong Doings: When 
Pharoab had refuſed to let Iſrael go, and ſaid, 
A , boi is the Lord that I ſhould obey bis 
* Voice, to let Iſrael go? I know noi, 
Ch. vii. 3. faid he, the Lord, neither will I let 
Ch. xiv. 2 Iſrael go; then we read that the Lord 
? ſaid, I will barden Pharaoh's Heart, 
and multiply my Signs and my Wonders in the 
Land of Egypt, and the Lord ſhewed his 
Power 1 in his Deſtruction, as he did in the De- 
ſtruction of the old World; bur let it be con- 
fider'd, that they brought this upon them- 
ſelves, by their rebelling againſt him; for why 
ſhould the Lord have ſtriven with the old 
World, if he had determined their Deſtruction 
beforehand. Friendly Reader, I deſire the 
Lord may - qpen thy Underſtanding by his 
Holy Spirit, that thou may*ſt have a right diſ- 
kerung of theſe Things, Peter ſaith thy. 
th at 


K 23 E | 


Salvation, even as our beloved Bro- 5, 16. 
ther Paul alſo, according to the Wi. 

dom given unto bim, hath written unto you, as 
alſo in all his Epiſtles, ſpeaking in them of theſe 
Things, in which are ſome Things hard to be un- 
derſtond, which they that are unlearned, and un- 
ſtable, wreſt, at they do alſo the other Scriptures, 
unto their own Deffruttion. Peter did not mean, 
that it was thoſe that were outwardly unlearn- 
ed, that wreſted PauPs Words, for we read, 
that he and Jobn were both ſaid to be unlearn- 
ed and ignorant Men, Now when they ſaw the 
Boldneſs of Peter and John, and per- A; 
ceived that they were unlearned and ROSIE: Is 
ignorant Men, they marvelled, and they took 
Knowledge of them, that they had been with 
Jeſus. It was then, and is now, ſuch as are 


unlearned in the School of Chriſt, that did and 


do wreſt Paul s Words; arfd if People do not 
come to learn of Chrift, it is no wonder if the 
ut wrong and groſs Conſtructions upon many 
Places of the Holy Scriptures ; but altho* this 
Place has been made very ill uſe of by many, 
the Apoſtle Paul doth give ample and full 
Teſtimony of the good Will of God to Man- 


kind, I exbort, ſaith he, therefore, 1 Tim. ji, 


that firſt of all, Supplications, ES 
Prayers, Interceſſions and giving cf yy 
Thanks, be made for all Men ; for Kings, and 
for all that are in Authority, that we may 
lead a quiet and peaceable Life, in all Godlineſs 
and honeſty , for this is good and acceptablg in 

* 


the igh of Gol ay Savin why w 
* T 


that the long:ſuffering of our Lord is... 


Mn 


C24). 
Men to be faved, and to come unto the Know- 
leage of the Truth, If the Apoſtle had believed 
that a Part of Mankind were ordained to pe- 
riſh, before they were born, he would not 
have adviſed 7 imothy to pray for all Men, nor 
have told him, that it was the Will of God, 
that all Men ſhould be faved : So that if an 
Man periſh, as is before obſerved, the Fault is 
in bimſelf, ſay unto them, as 1 live ſaith the 


Lord God, I have no Pleaſure in the Death of 


* „ the Wicked, but that the Wicked 
: 2 turn from his Way and live. When 
2 han 1 ſhall ſay to the Righteous, that he 
ſhall ſurely live; if he truſt to his own Righte- 
ouſneſs, and commit Iniquity, all his Righteouſ- 
neſs ſhall not be remembred, but for his Iniquity 
that be hath committed, he ſhall die for it. Again, 
when 1 ſay unto the Wicked, thou ſhalt ſurely die, 
if he turn from his Sin, and do that which is 
lawful and right, if the wicked reſtore the 
Pledge, give again that he had robbed, walk in 
the Statutes of Life, without committing In- 
iquity, he fhall ſurely live, be ſhall not die. 1 
wiſh that all might ſeriouſly conſider this, and 
that all who think they ſtand, and are ſecure, 
may take Heed leſt they fall ; and that they 
who have gone into evil Things, may be en- 
couraged to return to the Lord, by true Re- 
pentance and Amendment of Life, that they 
may find Mercy at his Hand, as the Prophet 


ſaith, Let the Wicked forſake his 


_ n Way, and the unrighteous Man bis 
Thoughts, and let them return unto the Lord, 
end he will have Mercy, and to our Cad, and he 

wilt 
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will <bundenth pardon. We are not of their 
Mind, that ſay, once in Grace, and ever in 


Grace, or that the leaſt Degree of true and 
faving Grace cannot be fallen from ; but we 
believe Men may now, as ſome of old did, 
make Shipwrack of Faith and a good Con- 
ſcience, and from what is before ſaid, it is plain 
that a righteous Man may turn from his Righ- 
teouſneſs, therefore it is good for all to be 
watchful : ¶ bat ſay I to you, ſaid Chriſt to his 
Followers, I ſay to all, Watch. No Man is 
longer ſafe than he is upon his watch. It was 
when Davidand Peter were off their watch that 
they fell, and the Miſcarriages that are among 
the Children of Men, are owing to their Un- 
watchfulneſs; not but that we believe, the 
Grace and good Spirit of God is ſufficient to 
keep Men from falling and ſinning, and out 


of all Evil and hurtful Things, as they take 


Heed unto it; unto which Grace, Friendly 
Reader, I commend thee for Safety and Pre- 
ſervation. 


2. Concerning the Holy Scriptures. 


as tho* we undervalued or diſ-eſteem*d 


the Holy Scriptures, of the Old and New Teſ- 
tament; yet we do bleſs the Lord, and have 


A LTH O' ſome have miſrepreſented us, 


— 


great Cauſe ſo to do, that the excellent Coun- 


ſel therein contained, which proceeded from 


the Spirit of God, is preſerved upon Record 


to this Day, and it is a great Favour, that we 
A live 
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| (26) | 
live under a Government, where we have the 
iberty to read them, this being a Priviledge 
that many called Chriſtians are deprived of, in 
ſome other Countries, and I wiſh that all would 
be frequent in reading of them: The Apoſtle 
Paul commended Timothy, in that from a Child 
Tim. ii he had known the Holy Scriptures, 
7 16. 7% which ſaith he, are able to make ther 
. fg nd wiſe unto Salvation, thro? Faith, 
which is in Chriſt Feſus. All Scripture is 
given by Inſpiration of God, and is profitable for 
Doctrine, for Reproof, for Correction, for In- 
ftrution in Righteouſneſs, that the Man of God 
may be perfect, thoroughly furniſhed unto all good 
| Works. Search the Scriptures, ſaith 
John v. 39, Chriſt, for in them ye think ye have 
. Eternal Life, and they are they which 
teſtify of me, and ye will not come to me that ye 
might have Life. They are greatly to be va- 
Jued, in that they teſtify of Chrift, in whom 
there is Power to give Men Victory over their 
Corruptions and Paſſions, and enable them to 
do the Will of God; we read, that Chriſt came 
2 unto his own, and his own received 
John i. 11. him not; but as many as received him, 
bY to them gave be Power to become the 
Sons of God. They that receive Chriſt by his 
Spirit into their Hearts, they receive Power; 
for Chriſt's Spirit is a Chriſtian's Strength: 1 
u A 4 FOR do all Things, faith the Apoſtle, 
= through Chriſt which firengthens me. 


2 Pet. 1. 20, 


1 We read that no Propheſy of the 
Fo Scripture is of any private Interpre- 
tation: for the Propheſy camg pot in ofd Time 


nn 
Will of Man, but boly Men of God, 
— 2 thy l the Pub Ao — 


| No we ſay, the maſt true Interpreter of 
the Holy Scriptures, is the Holy Ghoſt, or 
Sp Fog nut «6 they did proceed; we read, 
that the natural Man receives not the Things of 
the Spirit of God, neither can be know t 
faith the Text, and there rs a ſtrong Reaſon 
laid down for it, becauſe they are ſpiritually dif- 
cerned ; they are beyond his Reach and Com- 
prehenſion, for what Man knoweth . 
the Things of a Man, ſave the Spirit ah po erotel 
of a Man which is in him; even ſo the Things 
of God knoweth no Man, but the Spirit of God. 
This is the Key which opens the Myſteries of ; 
the Kingdom of God to Men. I take this to 4 
be the great Reaſon why there are ſuch great 
Miſtakes about Religion, and why many put +10 
ſuch groſs Conſtructions upon many Parts of the _ J 
Holy Scriptures, as they do, becauſe they do 
not come to that Divine Spirit which gives a 
right and true Underſtanding, as Elibu ſaid, 
there is a Spirit in Man, and the In- k. wot 
ſpiration of the almighty giveth them J x = 
Underſtanding. Till Men come to 8 1 
the Holy Suit of God in themſelves, they j 
can neither know God, nor the Things of Gd. 
for we read, that no Man kuoweth the | 


Mat, xi. 27. 


Father ſave the Son, and he, to „ 1 
— 2 the Son will reveal him. Now if i | 9 
evelation were ceaſed, as ſome do imagine it ⁵ 


is, what a fad Condition would Mankind be bi i 
; in; ? For v we read, that the World by Wiſdom ny | 
knows 


(28) 


knows not God, there is no Knowledge of God 


but by the Revelation of his Son; and it is as 
Men come to have an inward Knowledge of 
God, that they come to have a right Under- 
ſtanding of the Holy Scriptures, which pro- 
ceeded from the good Spirit of God, where- 
fore we highly value them, though *tis to be 
feared, fome called Chriſtians, do dif-believe 
many of the great Truths therein contained, 

for I believe, that a Man, through often rebel- 
ling againſt the Holy Spirit of God in himſelf, 
may arrive to ſuch a Degree of Wickedneſs, 
that he may reject the Scriptures, and count 
them but Fables; and may be fo far from 
owning of any Thing of God in Man, as to 
deny the Lord that bought him; and accord- 
ing to, Pſalm xvi. 1. He may ſay in his Heart 
there is no God. It is the Work of the Enemy 
of all Righteonſneſs, to perſwade Men that 
there is no God, and that the Scriptures are but 
a Fiction, and that Men are not accountable 
for their Words. and Actions, and that there 
are no future Rewards and Puniſhments ; that 
they might walk at large, and take their full 
Swing in Wickedneſs. It is greatly to be de- 
ſir'd if there be any ſuch now living, whoſe 
Day of Mercy is not wholly over, that have ar- 


rived to ſuch a Degree of Hardneſs and Wick- 


edneſs as this is, that they may be brought to 
aà A ſenſe of their Iniquity and Error, and be ſo 
truly humbled in Soul becauſe thereof, that if 
Lands they might find Mercy at the 


rd's Hand. F better Chriſtian that any 


Man 
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Man is; the more true. and real Value he has 
for the Holy Scriptures. 


3. Concerning Worſhip. 
E live in a Time, in which there is 
great Difference, even amongſt thoſe 
called Chriſtians, about Religion and the W or- 
ſhip of God. Difference about Religion and 
the Worſhip of God, is no new Thing, the 
Fews and Samaritans differ'd to ſuch 
a great Degree, that it ſeems they 
did not deal with one another. It is very much 
amiſs, where Religion ſowers People, and 
makes them rigid, and bitter one againſt a- 
nother. Chriſtianity is Love and he that is 
a Chriſtian in his Heart, is full of Pity and 
Will to them that are under a Miſtake in 
Matters of Religion ; and the worſt that he 
wiſhes for all ſuch, is, that the Lord may di- 
rect them right; for they that have the Mind 


John vi. g. 


of Chriſt, would not have any Soul to err, 


either in F aith or Practice. Our Saviour in his 
Diſcourſe with the Woman of Samaria, has 
clearly deſcribed the true and ſpiritual Worſhip, 


But the Hour cometh, and now is, wan ke. " 


when the True Wor ſhippers ſhall wor- 2 my 

ſhip the Father in Spirit and in 

Truth; for the Father ſeeketh ſuch. to worſhip 
him.. God is a Spirit, and they that worſhip 
him, muſt worſhip him in Spirit and in Truth. 


be day worſhipped, as we are gathered in his 
| Spirit 


Now we believe that as God is a Spirit, he may 


— 
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(2890 
knows not God, there is no Knowledge of God 
but by the Revelation of his Son; and it is as 
Men come to have an inward Knowledge of 
God, that they come to have a right Under- 
ſtanding of the Holy Scriptures, which pro- 
ceeded from the good Spirit of God, where- 
fore we highly value them, though ' tis to be 
feared, ſome called Chriſtians, do diſ-believe 
many of the great Truths therein contained, 
for 7. believe, that a Man, through often rebel- 
ling againſt the Holy Spirit of God in himſelf, 
may arrive to ſuch a Degree of Wickedneſs, 
that he may reject the Scriptures, and count 
them but Fables; and may be ſo far from 
owning of any Thing of God in Man, as to 
deny the Lord that bought him; and accord- 
ing to, P/alm xvi. 1. He may ſay in his Heart 
there is no God, It is the Work of the Enemy 
of all Righteonſneſs, to perſwade Men that 
there is no God, and that the Scriptures are but 
a Fiction, and that Men are not accountable 
for their Words. and Actions, and that there 
are no future Rewards and Puniſhments ; that 
they might walk at large, and take their full 
Swing in Wickedneſs, It 1s greatly to be de- 
ſir'd if there be any ſuch now living, whoſe 
Day of Mercy is not wholly over, that have ar- 
rived to ſuch a Degree of Hardneſs and Wick- - 
edneſs as this is, that they may be brought to 
à ſenſe of their Iniquity and Error, and be ſo 
truly humbled in Soul becauſe thereof, that if 

oſſible, they might find Mercy at the 
F ont's Hand. The better Chriſtian FRET 
| p an 
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Man is, the more true and real Value he has 
for the Holy Scriptures. 


3. Concerning Worſbip. 


E live in a Time, in which there is 
great Difference, even amongſt thoſe 
called Chriſtians, about Religion and the W or- 
ſhip of God. Difference about Religion and 
the Worſhip of God, is no new Thing, the 
Jets and Samaritans differ'd to ſuch 
a great Degree, that it ſeems they 
did not deal with one another. It is very much 
amiſs, where Religion ſowers People, and 
makes them rigid, and bitter one againſt a- 
nother. Chriſtianity is Love and he that is 
a Chriſtian in his Heart, is full of Pity and 
good Will to them that are under a Miſtake in 
Matters of Religion ; - and the worſt that he 
wiſhes for all ſuch, is, that the Lord may di- 
rect them right; for they that have the Mind 
of Chriſt, would not have any Soul to err, 
either in Faith or Practice. Our Saviour in his 
Diſcourſe with the Woman of Samaria, has 
clearly deſcribed the true and ſpiritual Worſhip, 
But the Hour cometh, and now is, . 
when the True Wor ſoippers ſhall Wor- vo I 
ſhip the Father in Spirit and in 
T 3 for the Father ſeeketh ſuch. to worſhip 
him.. God is a Spirit, and they that worſhip 
him, muſt worſhip him in Spirit and in Truth. 
Now we believe that as God is a Spirit, he may 


be REAL worſhipped, as we are gathered in his 
| Spirit 


John vi. g. 


Ia. Al. 31 


meg 
Spirit, tho? there be not a Word outwardly 
ſpoken — us, as — —_ Where tws 
Ar ei Of three are gathered together in 
__ MD Name, there am I in the 2 of them, 
and the Holy Prophet ſaith, They 
that wait tupon the Lord, ſhall 
renew their Strength : They ſhall mount up with 
Wings 4s les; they ſhall run, and not be 
weary, and they ſhall walk and not faint : Al- 
though I believe a many pious good 
Chriſtians can ſay, as they have waited humbly 
upon the Lord, in the true Silence of all Fleſh, 
with their Minds truly ſtaid upon him, they 
have enjoyed that Divine Comfort which has 
been beyond what they could expreſs in 
Words; yet this of ſilent waiting, is à great 
Myſtery to many People. There is a Divine 
Teacher near Men, even in their ewn Hearts, 
which is ſufficient to teach them, as they take 
heed thereto. It is to be feared, that many 
People too much depend upon the Teachings 
of Men, and neglect the Divine Teachef in 
themſelves, but the Anointing which ye have 
received of him, abideth in you, and 
John ii. 27. 
ye need not that any Man teach you, 
but as the ſame Anointing teacheth you, of all 
Things, and is Truth and is no Lie, and even as 
it hath taught you, ye fball abide in him. 


No we underſtand the holy Man here, to 
. a large Senſe. He told them that 
they needed not that any Man taught them, 
but as the ſame Anointing taught them, c. 
We do very much own outward Preaching and 


«a6 
Praying, where it proceeds from this divine 
Anointing. If it pleaſe God to ſpeak: by this 
through any Inſtruments, whether Male or Fe- 
male, we believe there ſhould be Liberty a- 
mongſt us, for every one to ſpeak as he requires 
it of them; for ye may all Fu one by one, 
that all may learn, and all may be  _. 
comforted, and the Spirits of the Pro- 31. 3æ 
phets are ſubject to the Prophets. And  _ © 
they were fllled with the Holy Ghoſt, ii. 4+ 
and began to ſpeak with other Tongues, as tb 
Spirit gave them Ulterance. We believe the 
true Preaching and Praying is that which pro- 
ceeds from the holy Spirit, we know not what 
we ſhould pray for as we ought, but 5 
the Spirit itſelf maketh Tnterceſſion Nom. 0. 26, 
for us, with Groanings which cannot be uttered. 
Iwill pray with the Spirit, and I will pray with 
the Underſtanding alſo: I will fing 3 
with the Spirit, and 1 will fing with 188 WW, 
the Underſtanding alſo. 8 


Tuis is the Preaching and Praying, and 
Singing, which we own, that is, by the Di- 
tection and Aſſiſtance of the holy Spirit. Now 
ſome being againſt Women's ſpeaking in the 
Church, urge what the Apoſtle ſaith, Let 
your Women keep Silence in the Churches, for it 
is not permitted unto them to ſpeak, but they are 
commanded to be under Obedience, as ö 
alſo faith the Law, and if they will ' 26 — "| i 
learn Thing, let them aſk their * 5. * 1174 
Huctand, at Home, for it is a Shame for Wo. 1 
men to ſpeak in the Church. Let the Moman 61 

ö 


learn 


wehe, 
1 Tim. ii. learn in Silence, with all Subjec. 
12 12- tion, | but I ſuffer not a Woman 
to teach, nor to uſurp Authority over the Man, 
but to be in Silence. We do not take this to 
be a prohibiting of holy Women to ſpeak, 
whom the Lord calls thereto, and I think it 
would be very much amiſs, to ſay that the 
Apoſtle Paul was againſt holy Women ſpeak- 
ing, whom God called to ſpeak : But ſuch 
troubleſome and unruly Women, as diſturbed 
the Church by their Queſtions, and uſurp'd 
Authority over the Man, which he was againſt, 
we are againſt, If the Apoſtle Paul had been 
againſt holy Women Praying and Propheſying, 
why ſhould he lay down a Rule how they ought 
to behave themſelves when they Pray or 
Propheſy, but every Woman that Prayeth or 
Prophefieth with ber Head uncover- 
ed, diſhonoureth her Head. And he 
commends to the Believers divers good Wo- 
Rom. xvi. men, I commend unto you Phæbe our 
1. 10 13. Siſter, which is a Servant of the 

| Church. All good Miniſters: of Je- 
ſus Chriſt, are Servants to the Church. And 
he adviſed his true Yokefellow, 10 help thoſe 
Women, which laboured with him in the Goſpel ; 
ſo that he was an Encourager of holy Women 
that laboured in the Goſpel; we read, that 
Anna ſpoke in the Temple, and ſbe was a Wi- 
dow of about four ſcore and four Years, 
which departed not from the Temple, 
but ſerved God with Faſtings and 
Prayers, Night and Day; and ſhe coming in 
that Inſtant, gave Thanks likewiſe unto the Lord, 


1Cor. xi. 5. 


Luke ii. 37. 
38. 


and 


"339 hs 
and fpake of bim, to all them that looked for Re- 
demption in Jeraſalem. And we read, that 
Philip the Evangeliſt had four Daughters, 
Virgins, and they did all propheſy. And Foe! 
alſo propheſied that God would pour forth of 
his Spirit, Sc. But this is that faith Peter, 


— av? g 
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which was ſpoken by the Prophet Joel, and it 


Hall come to paſs in the laſt Days, As 53.16 
ſaith God, I will pour out of my Spi- 55 . 
rit upon all Fleſh, and your Sons and 4 


your Daughters ſhall propheſy, and your young 


Men ſhall ſee Viſions, and your old Men ſhall 
dream Dreams, and on my Servants, and on my 
Hand-maidens, 1 will pour out in thoſe Days of 
my Spirit, and they ſhall propheſy. Now altho* 
propheſying is ſeveral Times taken in the 
Scripture for foretelling Things to Jes; $1. 
come, read Jeremiah, and ſeveral © 
other Prophecies of the Prophets ; yet it 1s alſo 
taken for edifying the Church, But he that 
prophefieth, fpeaketh unto Men to 
El fan, pee Exhortation, and 3 225 
Comfort. He that ſpeaketh in an un- 

known Tongue, . edifieth himſelf, but he that pro- 
pbefieth, edifieth the Church. Mary was ent 
by Chriſt to declare of his Reſurrection, Jeſus 
ſaith unto her, touch me not, for I am not yet 
= to my Father, but go to my 
brethren, and ſay unto them, 1 aſcend ” a 
unto 
God, and your God. And the Womai! of Sa- 
maria was inſtrumental to bring many of her 
Neighbours to believe in Chriſt, ſhe faid, 


Come ſee a Man that has told mg all 7 hings that 


C ever 


Jwhnxx. 17. 


Father, and your Father, and to my , 


tet 
4 


6 | 
John fv. 29. ever I did, is not this the Chriſt ? 
39+ And many of the Samaritans of that 
City believed on him, for the Saying of the Wo- 
man, which teſtified, he told me all that ever J 

did. Now it is to Chriſt as he inwardly ap- 
pears in Men's Hearts, by his Light and Spi- 
rit, that we deſire all may come. It is he that 
ſhews Men when they do amiſs. Chriſt with- 

| in, which is the Hope of the Saints 

Glory, is a great Myſtery to many 

People: When it pleaſed God, faith the Apoſ- 

Gl. i. 16 tle Paul, to reveal bis Son in me, 

hat IT migbt preach him among ihe 

Heathen, immediately I conferred not with Fleſh 

and Blood. Here was the Son of God reveal- 

ed in him. Now that all may have a right 

Underſtanding of the Things of God, we de- 

fire that they may come to him that hath the 

Key of David, that opens the Myſteries of the 

Kingdom of God to Men: 


Col. i. 27. 


— 
c 


4. Concerning Baptiſm. 


ECAUSE of our diſuſe of Water-Bap- 

tiſm, and Bread and Wine, we have been 
very hardly ſpoke of, as though we denied the 
Ordinances of Jeſus Chriſt, when as there is 
no People that I know of, that do more truly 
own the Neceſſity of believing and being, bap- 
tized, than we do, but we do not underſtand 
it to be only an hiſtorical Belief of the Con- 
ceptian and Birth, and Life and Miracles, and 
alſo of the Death and Sufferings, and Reſur- 


rection, 


"1 — 
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o, and Aſcenſion of Chriſt, or 4 being 
outwardly baptized with Water, that will en- 
title Men to Salvation; for we read, that Si- 
mon the Sorcerer believed, and was 

baptized; and yet he was ſo far from s 8. 13: 
from being in a State of Salvation, | 
that Peter ſaid to him, I perceive thou art in 
the Gall of Bitterneſs, and in the Bond of Ini- 
quity. But leſt any ſhould be under a Miſtake, 
and take the Baptiſm of Water, to be the one 
eſſential and ſaving Baptiſm, hear the Apoſtle 
Peter, When once the long-ſuffering of God, 
waited in the Days of Noah, while 

the Ark was preparing, wherein few = p96 * 
that is, eight Souls were ſaved by 

Water. The Antitype whereof, . even Baptiſm, 
doth alſo now ſave us, not the putting away of 
the Filth of the Fleſh (mark that) but the An- 
ſwer of a good Conſcience towards God, by the 
Reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt. Now it is the 
Baptiſm of Chriſtby his Spirit, that brings Men 
to that, for it is plain, from the Inſtance of 
Simon before noted, that a Man may believe, 
and be baptized with Water, and be fo far from 
having the Anſwer of a good Conſcience, that 
he may be in the Gall of FBitterweſs, and in the 
Bond of Iniquity, which is the very Reverſe of 
Chriſtianity. A great many take the Commil- 


ſion in the 28th of Matthew, to be a Commil- 


fion for Water-Baptiſm, Go ye therefore, and 


teach all Nations, baptizing them in 
the Name of the Father, aud of the nn 


Son, and of 115 Holy Ghoſt, Now here is no 
mention of Water. Is it not reaſonable to 
| 1 * 


. 
fuppoſe, that if our dear Lord had intended 
that they ſhould baptize with Water, that he 
would have expreſly mention'd it; altho' the 
Apoſtle Paul was not inferior to the chief of 
the Apoſtles, he faid, I thank God, that I bap- 
INDE tized none of you, but Criſpus and 
d 19; Gaius, leſt any ſhould jay that I had 

baptized in mine own Name; and J 
baptized alſo the Houſbold of Stephanas, beſides 
T know not whether I baptized any other , for 
Chrift ſent me Nor to baptize, but to preach the 
Goſpel: So that what he did in that Caſe, was 
by way of Condeſcenſion, as in the caſe of cir- 
Ads 16 cumciſing Timothy, and going into 
2 x2 2 the Temple, and purifying himſelf. 
It would be a weak Thing to plead 
for theſe things now, becauſe the Apoſtle 
* them. Doth it therefore follow, that 

ater-Baptiſm ſhould be practiſed now, be- 
cauſe the Apoſtle Paul, by Way of Condeſcen- 
ſion practiſed it? For if he had toek that 
Commiſſion, Mat. xxviii. 19. to be a Com- 
mifſion for him to baptize with outward Water, 
we may ſafely conclude, that he would not 
have thank'd God that he had done him ſo 
little Service. We do not deny but that ſome 
other of the Apoſtles, did alſo by Way of Con- 
deſcenſion, practiſe Water-Baptiſm; but that 
they were commanded to baptize with Water 
Mat. 28. 19 in that Commiſſion, I think, will 
de too hard for any Body to prove. 
It is poſſible ſome may be ready to ſay, it muſt 
needs be meant of Water; becauſe fay they 
ne Man can baptize with the Spirit, or = 
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the Power and Spirit of Chriſt, We "fel | 


own, that no Man, as he is Man, by his own 


Power, can do this; neither can any Man by 


his own Power, as he is a Man, heal 
the Sick, cleanſe the Lepers, raiſe the on. PO 
Dead, caſt out Devils, and yet we find the 
Diſciples were commanded to do theſe Things. 
And by the fame Power, by which they 
did caſt out many Devils, and heal'd the Sick, 
&c. they were inſtrumental to baptize Men 
into the Name and Power of Chriſt. And as 
I began to ſpeak, ſaith Peter, the Holy Ghoft 
fell on them as on us at the Beginning. 1 
Then remembred I the Word of the 5 
Lord, how that he ſaid, John truly 

baptized with Water, but ye ſpall Ws baptized 
with the Holy Ghoſt. At that great Meeting 
we read of in the 2d of As, ver. 4. tis ſaid, 
They. were all filled with the Holy Ghoſt, and 


began to ſpeak with other Tongues as the Spirit 


gave thim Utterante; yet ſome of the Multitude 
mocked, and were ſo ignorant of the Opera- 
tion of the Holy Ghoſt, that they ſaid, ver. 13. 

Theſe Men are full of new Wine : But Peter 
Banding up with the Eleven, lift up his Voie, 
and ſaid unto them, ye Men of Judah, and all ye 
that dwell at Jeruſalem, be this known unto you, 


and hearken to my Words, for theſe are mot 


drunken, as ye ſuppoſe, ſeeing it ws but the third 
Hour of the Day, but this that which was ſpoken 
by the Prophet Joel, Sc. It is hard to make 
Men ſenſible of the Operation of the Holy 
Ghoſt, and of the ſpiritual Baptiſm, while they 


bv 3 


are Strangers to the Spirit in themſelves ; Dy 


W - > 
if it conld be proved, that the Diſciples in that 
| . Commiſſion, were commanded to 
1 im baptize with, or in Water, which ! 

9: 20. + believe cannot be done; how will 
they that are for the ſprinkling of Infants, prove 
their Practice from that Commiſſion, Go teach 
At 33 all Nations, &c. for they are not 

capable of being taught. As to what 
is urged of the Jailor, and all his, and of whole 

Families being baptized; there is no Account 
that there were any Infants baptized in any of 
them. There is abundance of Families now 
as ( we may reaſonably ſuppoſe) there were 
then, in which there are no little Children. 
As to that of our Saviour, where he ſaith, 
Suffer little Children to come unto me, and forbid 
them not, for of ſuch is the Kingdom, it cannot 
be proved from Scripture, that he baptized any 
of them in, or with Water. But as to this 
Practice of ſprinkling Infants, it is fo much 
without Foundation in the Scripture, that a 
great many People who are not of our Society, 
do not hold it nor own it. The Way rightly 
to underitand this Commiſſion, 1s to come to 
that Spirit, by which it was given forth. Many 
urge, that our Saviour was baptized of Fohn, 
he was allo circumciſed, , doth it therefore fol- 
n low, that we muſt be circumciſed, 

ed becauſe he was circumciſed; for as 
he was born under the Law, he fulfilled the 
Law, and he 7s the End of the Law, for Righte- 
ovfneſs Sake, to ail them that believe. When 
Chriſt came to 7obx to be baptized of him, 
Jobn forbad him, ſaying, I have Need to be 
g baptized 


R 
baptized of thee, Here John the Mat. 3. 13. 
Baptiſt, who was the Adminiſtrator 4. 
of Water-Baptiſm, was ſenſible that he had 
Need to be baptized of Chriſt, with the Baptiſm 


of the Holy Ghoſt : Suffer it to be ſo now, ſaid 


Chriſt, for thus it hecometh us to fulfil , ß. 
all Righteouſneſs : So that he fulfill- 

ed the Righteouſneſs of John's Diſpenſation. 
John has very clearly and excellently diſtinguiſh- 
ed his Baptiſm with Water, from the Baptiſm 
of Chriſt, with the Holy Ghoſt, I indeed bap- 
tize you with Water, unto Repentance; but be 
that cometh after me, is mightier than 1, whoſe 
Shoes I am not worthy to bear; he ſhall baptize 
you with the Holy Ghoſt and with Ms 

Fire, whoſe Fan is in his Hand, and Th . 
be will thronghly purge his Floor, and 
gather his Wheat into the Garner, but he will 


burn up the Chaff with unquenchable Fire: I his 


is the Meſſenger of the Covenant, the Prophet 
ſpeaks of, The Lord whom ye ſeek, fball ſudden- 
ly come to his Temple, even the Meſſen- * 
ger of the Covenant, whom ye delight * 39 
in; behold, be ſhall come, ſaith tbe 

Lord of Hoſts, but who may abide the Day of his 
Coming, and who ſball ſtand when be appeareth; 
for be is like a Reſiner's Fire, and like Fuller's 


Soap: Aud he ſhall fit as a Refiner and Purifier 


of Silver, and he ſhall purify the Sons of Levi, 
and purge them as Gald and Silver, that they 
may offer unto the Lord an Offering 1n Righte- 
ouſneſs. For this End the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
is come into the Hearts of Men, by his Spirit, 

to purge them from their Droſs, and waſh them 


C 4 from 
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| from Mir Uncleanneſs, that ſo they may be 


* 
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fitted for that Kingdom, into which nothing 
that is unclean can enter; this 1s the Waſhing. 
which will avail, for Men to know their Hearts 
to be waſhed from Wickedneſs; as it was ſaid 
to Feruſalem, Waſh thy Heart from Wickeanejs : 
Rob. iv. e. The Apoſtle Paul in his Epiſtle to 
Pn. w. S. the Epheftans, faith, that there is one 
Lord, one Faith, one Beptiſm. Jobn, as is 
before obſerved, has diſtinguiſhed very plainly 
between his Baptiſm with Water, and the Bap- 
tiſin of Chriſt with the Holy Ghoſt. Now, 
what we deſire is, that all might come to the 
Baptiſm of the Spirit, which the Apoſtles and 
primitive Chriſtians witnefled, who could ſay, 
By one Spirit are we all baptized into 
one Body, whether we be Jews or 
Gentiles, ether we be bond or free; 
and bade all been made to drink into one Spirit, 
Gi m 27. ( this is the one Baptiſm ) For as 
many of you as have been baptized into 

Chriſt, have put on Chriſt. Now this is the 
Sum of all,, jor Men to put on the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, the new and heavenly Man, then they 
will witneſs inward Communion with the Lord, 


Bu r why are many of our ſober Neighbours 


ſo ſtrenuous for Water Baptiſm, and yet neg- 


lect to waſh one-agothers Feet, when as we 
read, Jobu tg vet. 1, to 14. that our Saviour 
waſh'd the Diſciples Feet, and he told them, 


that he had given them an Example, that as 


he had done to them, ſo they ſhould do to 
one another: Now here is both Example and 
| Precept 


precept for this; and if we aſk many ſober 
people, why they are not in the Practice of 
this? I preſume many would be ready to an- 
ſwer, that they look upon it to be but an out- 
ward and viſible Sign, by which our Saviour 
ſnew'd his Followers, that they ought to ſerve 
one another, and be ready to do the meaneſt 
Offices of Love if need require: And that they 
do not hold the ceremonious Part of waſhing 
one anothers Feet, to be obligatory upon them, 
as long as they come to the ſpiritual Part of 
what was thereby ſignify'd, although we find 
that this was practiſed by our Saviour ; now, 
why they ſhould lay ſuch Streſs upon Water- 
Baptiſm, which we cannot find was ever prac- 
tiſed by our Saviour, and drop this, deſerves 
their ſerious Conſideration : But as we diſuſe 
Water-Baptiſm, ſo we do alſo diſuſe the cere- 
monious Part of waſhing one anothers Feet, 
being, ſenſible that they who are come to the 
ſpiritual Part of what was thereby ſignify*d, 
are come to the End of the outward and viſt- 
ble Signs. 


5. Concerning the Supper. | 
LTHO* we diſuſe the outward Bread 

and Wine, we do very truly own the 
ſpiritual Supper of the Lord, - which is ſpoken 
of in the Revelations, Behold, Iftand 
at the Door and knock; if any Man 
bear my Voice, and open the Door, T will come 
in to him, and will ſup with bim, and he with 
me. It is what we defire, that all * 


Nev. 3. 20. 


well minded FE. who conſcientiouſly re. 
ceive the outward Bread and Wine, may open 
the Door of their Hearts, and receive the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt by- his Spirit, that ſo they may 
know an _ Supping with him, in hi 
Kingdom; for we read, the Kingdom 

3 1. a cometh not with- Obſervation 
* neither ſball they ſay, lo here or | 
there, for behold the Kingdom of God is within 
you. I will not leave you comfort; 
(ſaid Chriſt our Lord) I will come 
to you. But I ſay unto you 1 will not drink 
henceforth of this Fruit of the Vine, 
until that Day, when I drink it neu 
with you in my Father's Kingdom, 


John xvi. 18. 


Matt. xxvi. 
29 


He awelleth with you, and ſhall be in you. 
And in that excellent Prayer, he faith to his 
Father, I in them and thou in me, 
that they may be made perfett in one, 
and that the World may know that thou haſt ſent 
me, and haſt loved them, as thou haſt loved me. 
We bear Teſtimony to the Coming of Chriſt 
by his Spirit, into Men's Hearts; and they 
that have known him to waſh them thorough- 
ly by the Water of Regeneration, will know 
inward Communion with the Lord, as the 
good Chriſtians of old knew ; That which we 

5 3.505 ſeen, and heard, declare we un- 
i you, that ye alſo may have Fellow. 
pip . us; and truly, our Fellowſhip is with 
the Father, and with his Son Jeſus Chriſt. They 
were People of bleſſed Experience, and it is 
what we deſire, that the Children of Men 


might 


John xvii. 23. 


8 


* . 
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might come to witneſs this in themſelves ; for 


en they that are come to have Fellowſhip with the 
Father, and with the Son, are come to the 
End of the outward Bread and Wine, even to 
che Glory of the Goſpel Diſpenſation, which 
„ss a Diſpenſation of Enjoyment ; for as Men 
care inwardly reconciled, and brought into Fa- 


vour with God, they come to know a feeding 
of that Divine and living Bread which comes 
down from Heaven; I am, (faid Chriſt) . bs 
living Bread which came down from I 

Heaven ; if any Man eat of this John 6. 15. 
Bread, he ſhall live for ever; and the Bread 
that 1 will give, is my Fleſh, which J 
will give for the Life of the World. He that 
eateth my Fleſh, and drinketh my Blood, dwell- 
eth in me, and I in bim. It is as Men witneſs 
this, that they can ſpeak from their own Ex- 


Blefling of Wiſdom's Children, that ſhe brings 
them to the Subſtance ; I Wiſdom lead in the 
Way of Righteouſneſs, in the midſt o 8. 
the Paths *f Judgment, that 1 4 chefs 2 
cauſe thoſe that love me, to inherit 
Subſtance ; and I will fill their Treaſures. Rea- 
der, this is what is deſired for thee, that thou 
mayeſt come to the Subſtance, that fo thou 
mayeſt know a Feeding of that divine and ſpi- 
ritual Bread which can only ſatisfy the Soul, 
and a Drinking of the Wine of the Kingdom; 
bur it is hard to make the natural Man ſenſible 
of theſe Things; they are beyond his Reach 
and Comprehenſion, When onr Saviour told 
Nicodemus, 


perience, what a bleſſed Thing it is to have 
inward Communion with Chriſt. It is the great 
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. Nicodemus, that except a Man be born 
Jokn it 3, 4. again, he cannot ſee the Kingdom f 
God; Nicodemus ſaith unto him, bow can 4 
Man be born when he is old; can be enter th 
ſecond Time into bis Mother's Womb, and be 
born. Notwithſtanding that he was a Ruler of 
the Fews, he argues very groſly, and how 
many, when we have born Teſtitnony to the 
inward Appearance of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
by his Light and Spirit in Men's Hearts, have 
made very ſtrange of it, and being ready to 
ſay, how can this be? And when we have 
ſpoken of Men's having inward Fellowſhip 
with the Father, and with his Son, while they 
are. upon the Earth, many cannot underſtand 
how this can be, although the primitive Chriſ- 
tians had it in their own Experience, as is be- 


fore obſerved. The Apoſtle ſaith, either : 
PACE Circumciſion availeth any Thing, nor d 

* We 15* Uncircumcifion, but a New Creature. 1 
It doth not avail in the Sight of God, whether I ,; 
a Man be baptized with Water; or not bap- Il ;; 
tized with Water; or whether he receives the WW ; 
Bread and Wine, or doth not receive it, if he þ 


be not a new Creature; we read, If any Man 
FEES be in Chriſt, he is a new Creature, I; 
and as is before obſerved, Except « ſl , 
Man be born again, be cannot ſee the Kingdom i , 
of God: We greatly deſire, that all People , 
might have this in their own Experience, that WW | 
Jo they might walk as becomes the Children of 
God, and manifeſt themſelves to be the Fol- 
lowers and Diſciples of Chrift, by their living 
agreeably to his Doctrine; for J count that 1s 


the 


I 4. . 46 

the greateſt outward viſible Sign, that any Man 
can give, that he 1s truly a Chriſtian, and a 
Member of Chriſt's Church, for him to live 
agreeably to the Doctrine of Chriſt ; by! this, 
faid our Saviour, ſhall all Men know, that ye 
are my Diſciples, if you love one another. Now 
to love one another, to love our Enemies, to 
do 'good for Evil, to forgive Injuries, to 
be juſt and merciful, and walk humbly, as 
Chriſtians ought to do, are good outward vi- 
ſible Signs; but we believe no outward Obſer- 
vations will make Men Chriſtians, 

and Members of that pure Church Eph. v. 27. 
which Chriſt came to preſent to God, with- 


e 


that it ſhould be holy and without Blemiſh, )- if 
they do not know the Lord to work a Change 
in their Hearts, and redeem them out of thoſe 
things which unfit them for his holy Kingdom. 
The Apoſtle faith, He is not a Jew r 
that is one outwardly, neither is To 9 
that Circumciſion, which is outward = ; 
in the Fleſh, but be is a Jew, which is one in- 
wardly ; and Circumcifion is that of the Heart, 
in the Spirit, aud not in the Letter, whoſe Praiſe 
is not of Men, but of God. As a Man's being 
outwardly circumciſed, and obſerving a great 
many Fezwiſh Rites and Ceremonies, did not 
make him a true and real Few, if he was not 
one in his Heart ; fo it may be truly ſaid, he 
is not a Chriſtian, that is only one outwardly, 
although he has been outwardly baptiz d, and 
received the Bread and Wine, and obſerved a 


great many outward Obſervations. If he is 


not 


out Spot or Wrinkle, or any ſuch Thing; (but 


—— —ÿ 


* " —ññ— — d: — 


(46) 3 
not one in his Heart, all his outward Obſervs. 
tions will not render him acceptable in the 
Sight of God. What availed all the es out: 
ward Obſervations, while they lived in thoſe 
Things that diſpleaſed the Lord; He tha 
' K#killeth an Ox, is as if he flew a Man; 
Ta. vi. 3. % that ſacrificeth a Lamb is as if be 
nw” cut off a Dog's neck, he that offereth 
an Oblation, as if he offered Swine's Blood, he 
that burneth Incenſe, as if he bleſſed an Idol: 
Yea, they have choſen their own Ways, and their 
Soul delighteth in their Abominations. I all 
will chuſe their Delufions, and will bring their 
Fears upon them ; becauſe when I called, non: 
did anſwer ; when I ſpake they did not hear; 
but they did Evil before mine Eyes, and choſe 
that in which 1 delighted not. Here is the 
Reaſon laid down, why the Lord was angry 
with them. Theſe Things afford great In-! 
ſtruction aud Caution, and I defire that all may t 
learn from what ſuch brought upon themſelves, Il t 
through their chuſing their own Ways, and 
g 
( 
| 
{ 


delighting in their Abominations, to beware 
of doing the like; but they that are Chriſt's, 
and Chriſtians in reality, are crucified to the 
World, with the Affections and Luſts thereof; 
and we deſire that all who are called Chriſtians 
may demonſtrate themſelves to be ſuch, by 
their ſo doing, that they may witneſs the ſpi- 
ritual Communion and Supper here ſpoken of. 
There are many religious Peaple, particu- 
larly in Holland, who do not profeſs to be 
of our Society, though they do not clearly ſee 
beyond the Ulſe of Water-Baptifm, and _ 
Wt 4 A 


as 2644 tht 5a a 

and Wine, do join with us in oppoſing Swear- 
ing upon any Account; becauſe they are con- 
vinced, that all Swearing is forbidden by Chriſt, 
But 1 ſay unto you, Swear not at all, neither 
by Heaven, for it is God's Throne, nor by the 
Earth, for it is bis Foolſtool, neither Mo 
by Jeruſalem, for it is the City of the 5 . 
great King, neither ſhalt thou ſwear 35 

by thy Head, becauſe thou canſt not 7. 
make one Hair white or black, but let your Com- 
munication be yea, yea; nay, nay ; for whatſo- 
ever is more than theſe, cometh of Evil. And 
the Apoſtle James ſaith, But above all Things, 
my Brethren, ſwear not; neither by 
Heaven, neither by the Earth; nei- 
ther by any other Qath; but let your yea be yea, 
and your nay nay, leſt you fall into Condemna- 
tion. They are alſo one with us in oppoling 
Fighting, becauſe they look upon it to be con- 
trary to his Doctrine, that taught his Followers 
to love their Enemies; But 1 ſay unto you, love 
your Enemies, bleſs them that curſe Mat. _ 4s 
you, do good to them that hate you, 
and pray for them which deſpitefully uſe you, and 
perſecute you. They are of our Minds, 

the Miniſtry ſhould be free ; for they look 65 
on it to be contrary to Chriſt's Doctrine, for 
Men to preach for Hire, and worldly Ends, 
who ſaid to his Miniſters, freely ye xt. 10. 8. 
have received, freely give; and they 

are likewiſe one with us, in holding forth the 
univerſal Love of God to all Men. Now al- 
though there be many that are purely conſcien- 


Jam. v. 12. 


cious for the Uſe of Water-Baptiſm, and ons 
*- | 3). -— 


and Wine, we have a great deal of Charity ſo 
all ſuch; for many that are now join'd in 80. 
ciety with us, were once as much for the Uf 
of thoſe Things, as many well- minded Peopl: 
now are, and as the Lord has mercifully brought 
many of us, in a good Degree, to witneſs the 
ſpiritual Baptiſm and Supper, we deſire that 
others might be brought to the Experience 
thereof in themſelves; and he that witneſſe; 
i the Subſtance of what many allow that Water- 
Baptiſm, and Bread and Wine to be but out- 
ward and viſible Signs of, is come to the End 
of the Signs; for I hope, I may be fafe in ſay- 
ing, all Signs end in their Subſtance. Now as 
we have Charity for all them, who do conſci- 
enciouſly uſe theſe Things, we think they ought 
to have Charity for us, if we diſuſe them; be- 
cauſe we believe they are ceaſed in Point of | 
Obligation; and we read, tha! 
whatſoever is not of Faith, is Sin. 
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Rom. 14.23. 


2 — * 1 2 | 


6. Concerning Perfection. 


HIS Doctrine of Perfection ſeems very 
1 ſtrange and novel, to many that witneſs 
but little Victory in themſelves, over their 
Luſts and Paſſions; and the Enemy of Man's 
Happineſs, has perſwaded many People to be- 
lieve, that there is no Poſſibility of overcom- 
ing their Corruptions and Sins, while they are 
here upon the Earth, that ſo they may * 722 
- and eaſy in them, or of doing God's Will, 
and keeping his Commands, that ſo they may 


*r a 


* * | * 


God's Ways are equal, 1s not m p, is. 15. 
Way, faith the Lord, equal? God | 
is juſt in all his Doings, and requires no more 
of Men, than he gives them Ability to per- 
form. If God did require that of Men, which 
they were not able, neither of themſelves, nor 
by any Grace received to perform, then it 
might be ſaid, that his Ways were unequal, 
and that he was an hard Maſter, but that would 


who is full of Juſtice and Equity. The wiſe 
Man faith, Fear God, and keep bis, 12. 
Commandments, for this is the whole © # 
Men, as to be ſure he doth, then there is a 
Poſſibility of it, or elſe, as is before obſerved, 
his Ways are unequal ; but it is far from the 


Children of God, to charge him with Injuſtice. 


The diſobedient and rebellious. People of I/ 
rael ſaid, that the way of the Lord was not 
equal, Yet ſaith the Houſe of Iſrael, the Way of 
the Lord is not equal: O Houſe f 0 
Iſrael, are not my Ways equal? Are _ A 
not your Ways unequal? Therefore I on 

will judge you, O Houſe of Iſrael, every Man 
according to bi, Ways, ſaith the Lord God; re- 
pent, and turn your ſelves from all your Tranſ- 
greſſions, ſo Iniquity ſhall not be your Ruin. Now 
Reader from this thou may'ſt gather what ſort 
of People they were, that faid the way of the 


Seryant that 1 of his Lord; Then 


ls 66.6. 
not endeavour for it. Now we believe, that 


be abominable to charge upon the Almighty, 


Duty of Man. Now if God requires this of 


Lord was not equal; and we read in the Para- 
ble of the Talents, that it was the unprofitable 


be - 


Wa i N 
he which had received the one Talent, 
came and ſaid, Lord, I knew thee, 
that thou art an hard Man, reaping where thoy 
baſt not {own, and gathering where thou baſt 
not ſtrawed. : 


Mat. 25. 24. 


Nov we do not read, that the good Servants 
that had improved the Talents, complained 
of their Lord. But we freely own, that no 
meer Man of himſelf, by his own Power, as 
he is a Man, can do the Will of God, and 
keep his Commands ; yet we believe there is 
Power in that divine Grace, that the Apoſtle 
faith, has appeared to all Men, to enable them 
to overcome thoſe Things which are evil, 
and to do that which is well pleaſing to God, 
for the Grace of God, that bringeth Salvation, 
bath appeared to all Men, teaching 
us that denying Ungodlineſs and world. 
ly Luſts, we fhould live ſoberly, righteouſly and 

odly in this preſent Worid. Here is both the 

niverſality and Sufficiency of it, excellently 
ſet forth by the Apoſtle, My Grace, faith the 
Lord to the Apoſtle, is ſufficient for thee ;. al- 
though we freely own, that we are weak of 
our ſelves, as Men, and cannot by our own 
Power do any Thing that is good, as Chriſt 
faid, Without me you can do nothing ; yet we 
ſay, there is Power and Sufficiency in the Grace 
of God, to enable Men to do his Will, and 
keep his Commands, as they take heed unto 
it, 1am able, ſaith the Apoſtle, through Cbriſt, 
who ſtrengthens me, to do all Things. 
Ir doth not conſiſt with the Wiſdom of the 
| | Holy 


Tit. ii. 11. 
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which . are made conditionally, upon Men's 
overcoming, and doing the Commands of 
God, ſhou d be made if there was no Poſſibi- 


0 lity of it; as, He that overcomes, ſhall inherit 
all Things, and Iwill be his God and 
beh. be my Son. He that over- Rev. xxi. 7. 
q cometh the ſank: ſhall be cloathed in White _ 
o i 12en7, and I will not blot out his Name , zi 
ent of the Book of Life, but I will $4 
18 confeſs him before my Father, and before his 


Angels. Him that overcometh, will I make a 
Pillar in the Temple of my God, and 
he ſhall go no more out; and 7 will 
write upon him the Name of my God, and the 
Name of the City of my God,” which is new 


Rev. iii. 12. 


from my God; and I will write upon him my 
new Name. To him that overcometh 
uu I give to eat of the hidden Man- 
na, and will give bim a white Stone, and in the 
Stone 4 new Name written, which no Man 
knoweth, ſaving he that receiveib it. He that 
overcometh, ſhall not be burt of the | 
ſecond Death. Bleſſed are they that Nev. ii. 11. 
do his Commandments, that they may 
bave Right to the Tree of Life, and ey: 20 
may enter in through the Gates into the Sad 
City. To bim that overcometh, will I grant to 
fit with me on my Throne, even as Re iii 21. 
have overcome, and am fit down with 
my Father in bis Throne. He that overcometh, 
ſhall enter in through the Gate into the Holy 


Gy. And hereby we do know, 1 we know 
9 bim. 


Rev v. ii. 17. 


Holy Ghoſt, that thoſe gracious Promiſes 


Jeruſalem, which cometh down out of Heaven 


. (52 ) 
„ Sim, if we keep his Commandments 
. He oY ſaith, 7 now bim, and keep- 
eh not his e gr, ents, is a Liar, and the 

.. Truth is not in bim; but whoſo he 

| "Jon Rey. eth his Word, in him, . 5 1 
Love of God per fected, bereby we know that we 
ver v, 6. re in him; be that ſaith, be abideth 
in bim, ought himſelf alſo to walt 
even as he walked. Oh that Chriſtians ſo called, 
would conſider how they ought to walk. tt 
is very unjuſtifiable to deny Perfection, for we 
read, that Chriſt came to preſent the Church to 
Eph. v. 27. God without Spot or Wrinkle, or any 
& 4, 11,12, ſuch Thing, but that it ſhould be 
13. boly, and without Blemiſh. And he 
gave ſome Apoſtles, and ſome Prophets, and fome 
Evangeliſts, and ſome Paſtors, and Teachers, 
for the perfetting of the Saints, for the Work 
of the Miniſtry, for the edifying of the Body of 
Chriſt, till we all come in the Unity of the Faith, 
and of the Knowledge of the Son of God, unto a 
perfect Man, unto the Meaſure of the Stature of 
the Fulneſs of Chriſt. And the Scriptures are 
for the making of the Man of God perfect, 
thorough Faith in Chriſt Jeſus. All Scripture 
given by Inſpiration of God, is profitable for 
for Doctrine, for Correction, for 
2 Tim. iii. Inſtruction in Righteouſneſs, that the 
16, 17- Man of God may be thoroughly fur- 
 .  miſhed unto all good Works. And the 
Apoſtle laboured to preſent Men perfect; 
ſpeaking of Chriſt within the Hope of Glory, he 
I ſaith, whom we preach, warning e- 
n very Man, and teacbing every Man 
in all Wiſdom, that he may preſent every Man 


Perfect 


XR a1 «„ © K . Hee en © %a 


hn, pt — > Ja r=". A «- 


—__ yg »= iz. 23, wy cy 


> © 34.9 | 

perfect in. Chriſt Jeſus. Why ſhould they teach 
and preach for this End, if there was no Poſ- 
ſibility of attaining it. Yet many have born 
hard upon us, for aſſerting ſuch Poſſibility, al- 
Ku: of it be the Doctrine of Chriſt : If it be 
but well conſidered, I think they hold Per- 
fection to a great Degree, that are called 
God-fathers and God-Mothers that do promiſe 
and vow three things in the 1 2 of a Child 
when it is ſprinkled. viz. That it ſhall for- 
* ſake the Devil and all his Works, the Pomps 
© and Vanities of this Wicked World, with 
© all the ſinful Luſts of the Fleſh ? and that | it 
* ſhall do God's Holy Will, and » ges the Ch, 
$ * Kee his Commandments, and f 1 
by in the ſame all the Days of 1 

© its Life.” * I wiſh they themſelvs may be 
found in the Practice of what they here promiſe 
for another. It is certain, Chriſtians ought to 
be as like Chriſt, as it's poſſible for Men and 
Women to be, ind to walk even as he walk'd, 


as far as they are capable. 


Hz was holy, humble, meek and NERD 
but how much the Reverſe are too many that 
profeſs to be his Followers. Many who are 
for Imperfection, and ſay there is no Victory 
over Sin while here, do urge that of the Apoſtle 
Paul, where he faith, for 1 know that in me, 
that is, in my F. leſh, dwelleth no good Rom: 
Wing; for to will is preſent with 18 _ 
me, but how to perform that which js Fey i 
good, I find not; for the Good . 7 on, 
ibat 1 do; but the Evil which I would not, er 
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1 do. And Ver. 21. he faith, I find theng 
| Lau, that when I would do Good, 
far e Evil is preſent with me; for 1 delight 
** Hy i the Law of God, after the inward 
. Man; but I ſee another Law in my 
Members, warring againſt the Law of my Mind, 
and bringing me into Captivity to the Law of 
Sin, which is in my Members: O wretched Man 
that I am, who ſhall deliver me from the Body of 
this Death, If the Reader pleaſe, he may 
read the whole Chapter through for his own 
Satisfaction; but we may not reaſonably ſup- 
poſe this to be the Apoſtle's preſent State, but 
rather perſonating the carnal State of others, 
or- himſelf before Converſion, when he ſaith, 
| ver. 14. but I am carnal, ſold under Sin; tor 
{| we believe he was in a happy State and Con- 
dition, when he wrote that Epiſtle ; as he ſaith 
in the ſixth Chapter, ver. 2. How ſhall we 
that are dead to Sin live any longer therein. And 
in the eight Chapter, ver. 1. There is now 
therefore no Condemnation to them which are in 
Chriſt Feſus, who walk not after the Fleſh, but 
after the Spirit, for the Law of the Spirit of 
Life in Chriſt Feſus, hath made me free from the 
Law of Sin and Death ; I wiſh that all might 
come to experience theſe Things in themſelves. 
0 Now Reader, if thou wilt obſerve, although 
"i many ſay, that there is no Freedom from Sin 
1 on this Side of the Grave, the Apoſtle ſaith in 
the ſixth of the ſame Epiſtle, ver. 22. to the 
beheving Romans, but now being made fret 
from Sin, and become Servants to God, ye have 
your Fruit unto Halineſs, and the End everlaſi- 
; ing 
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ing Life. And Jobn ſaith in his firſt Epiſtle, 
I have written unto you young Men, 1 
becauſe ye are ſtrong, and the Mord of Jou ii. ig. 
God abideth in you, and ye have overcome the 
wicked one. May all come to the Experience 
of this m themſelyes. The Apoſtle Paul faith 
to the believing Colaſſians, that they  . 
were compleat in him, which is the Col. fi. 10. 
Head of all Principality and Power. The A- 
poſtle Peter told the Believers, that 
they were a choſen Generation, a roy- 
al Prieſthood, an holy Nation, a Peculiar Peo- 

le, that they might ſhew forth the Praiſes of 

im who had called them out of Darkneſs into bis 
marvellous Light. To be ſure theſe did not 
break the Commands of God daily, in 
Thought, Word and Deed. We g 
know that the Son of God is come, and 
bas given us an Underſtanding, that we may know. 
him that is true; and we are in him, that is 
true, even in his Son Jeſus Chriſt : This is the 
true God and eternal Life : Behold what man- 
ner of Love the Father bath beſtowed upon us, 
that we ſhould be called. the Sons of Þ: 
Cod; therefore the World knoweth John ii 1. 
s not becauſe it knew him not, 


1 Per. ii. 9. 


i John v. 20. 


Beloved, now are we the Sons of God, and it 
doth not yet appear what we ſhall be, 1 
but we know that when be ſhall appear 32 
we ſhall be like him, for we ſhall ſee him as be 
is, and every Man that hath this Hope in bim, 
purifieth himſelf, even as he is pure. John 
laith, Whoſeever adideth in him finneth not. 
Whoſoever is born of God doth not commit Sin; 
$94 „„ 


will be their Pleaſure and Delight to do the 


; (63560 

... . for his Seed remaineth in him, and 
4 9008 Wu. 6. % cannot in; becauſe be is born of 
45 God. It is contrary to the Divine 
Nature to fin; and as Men are born of it, they 
will not only know a ceaſing from Sin, but it 


Will of God: Except a Man be born again, be 
cannot ſee the Kingdom of God. Unleſs Men are 
born of the divine and heavenly Nature, they 
can never come to do the Will of God, nor 
keep his Commands; for it is impoſſible for 
Men, while they are in the fallen and degene- 
rate State, to do God's Will, and walk in his 
Way, we read That Enock walked with God, 
and before he was tranſlated, the Text faith, he 


bad this Teſtimony, that he pleaſed God, Heb. 


11. 5. and concerning Zacharias and his Wife 
Elizabeth, the Text ſays Luke 1. 6. They 
were both righteous before God, walking in all 
the Commandments and Ordinances of the Lord, 
Blameleſs ; and that all might take ſuch heed 


to that Divine Grace and good Spirit, which 


God has graciouſly ſent into their Hearts, that 
they might walk in all well pleaſing before him, 
and in the End have an Inheritance amongſt 
them that are ſanctified, is my ſincere Deſire. 


k 
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. 7. Concerning the Reſurrection. 


D EECA USE we do not hold with a great 

many People, in their groſs Conceptions 
concerning the Reſurrection, therefore ſome 
have not ſtuck to ſay we deny it; but * be⸗ 


„ eee 
lieve firmly, that there will be a Rev. 20. 
Reſurrection of the Juſt and Unjuſt, 12. 13. 

and that God will give to every 1 Cor. xv. 
Man a Reward according to his 35. 36. 
Works, whether they be good or evil; but 
ſaith the ſtle Paul, Some Men will ſay, 
how are the 7 5 ad raiſed up, and with what Bo- 
dy do they come; he faith to ſuch a curious En- 
quirer, 7 Thou Fool, that which thou ſoweſt is not 
quickned, except it die; and that., Cor. xy 
which thou ſoweſt, thou ſoweſt not 37, 38, 39, 
that Body that ſhall be, but bare grain, 49- 

it may chance of Wheat, or ſome other Grain; 
but God giveth it a Body as it hath pleaſed bim, 
and every Seed his own Body. 


All Fleſh is not the ſame Fleſh ; but there is 


one Kind of Fleſh of Men, another Fleſh of 


Beafls, another of Fiſhes, and ano- 


ther of Birds: There are alſo Ce- Verſe 41. | 
 leftial Bodies, and Podies Terreſtrial , 42, 43. 


but the Glory of the Celeſtial is one, 


and the Glory of the Terreſtrial is another : 


There is one Glory of the Sun, and another Glory 


of the Moon, and another Glory of the Stars; 


for one Star differeth from another Star in Glory; 


ſo alſo is the Reſurrection of the Dead, it is 


Jown in Corruption, it is raiſed in Incorruption, 


It is ſown in Diſhonour, it is raiſed in Glory, it is 
ſown iu Weakneſs it is raiſed in Power ; it is 
ſown a natural Body, it is raiſed a ſpiritual Bo- 
ay. There is a natural Body, and there is a Spi- 


ritual Body. We believe, if we faithfully ſerve 
the Lord while we are here, we ſhall have ſuch 
glorified Bodies hereafter, as He, in His = 

om 


r A 7" 
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dom ſees fit, and that ſatisfies us, but the A. 
8 poſtle faith, Ver. goth, bat Flr 
and Blood, cannot inherit the King- 
| dom of God, neither doth Corruption inberit In. 


1 Cor. xv. 50. 


corruption: Now what we deſire is, that all 
may have a Part in the firſt Reſurrection, 
| 8 Bleſſed and holy is he that hath Part 


| in the Firſt Reſurrection, on ſuch the 
ſecond Death hath no Power. 


Tux true Chriſtians knew, that they were 
, paſt from Death to Life, becauſe 
| | » * goo TR 155 loved the Brethren 4 He (faith 
| f the Text) that loveth not his Brother, 
ll! abideth in Death : Whoſoever hateth his Brother, 
is a Murderer, and no Murderer, ſaith Jobn, 
bath eternal Life abiding in bim: And faith 
Paul be that lives in Pleaſure, is dead 

i Tim. v.6. . i . 
* *-* robile ſhe livetb. While Men and 
Women remain in a State of Death and Alie- 
nation from the Lord, they are full of Envy 
and Wrath one againſt another ; and they live 
to gratify the luſtful Deſires of the Fleſh. We 
| read, that whoſoever doth not Righ- 
teouſneſs, is not of God, neither be 
_ that loveth not his Brother. Oh that all would 
ſeriouſly conſider of theſe Things, for it is 
greatly to be lamented, how wide many of the 
Profeſſors of Chriſtianity live from the Doctrine 
of Chrift and Primitive Chriſtians : Ir is as 
Men come to know the ſecond Adam, the Lord 
from Heaven, the quickening Spirit, to quick- 
en them, and make them alive, that they come 
to love one another as Chriſtians ought to on 

| Par 


John bi. 10. 


999 
and if all did but live in the Spirit and Doctrine 
of Chriſt, they would not only be full of Love 
and good Will one to another, · but would al- 
ſo bring forth other holy and good Fruits, and 
they whoſe Fruits are unto Holineſs their End 
will be everlaſting Life. As Men ſow in this 
World, ſo they may expect to reap in the 
next, we read, that be that ſows to the Spirit, 
ſhall of the Spirit reap Life everlaſting, and be 
that ſows ta, the Fleſh, ſhall of the Fleſh reap 
Corruption. Men are not only accountable for 
groſs Sins, but we are told by Chriſt our Lord, 
that a Man muſt give an Account in the Day 
of Judgment for every idle word he ſpeaks, 
and the wiſe Man ſaith, God will bring: every 
Work to Fudgment, with every ſecret Thing, 
qwbether it be good or evil. Now we think it 
not ſafe for any to be too Inquiſitive how the 
Dead ſhall be raiſed, and with what Bodies 
they ſhall come, leaſt that Reproof of the A- 
| ſtle, hau Fool, ſhould belong to them; but 
et us all endeavour to live as becomes the 
Children of God, that when we leave this 
World, we may have the comfortable Anſwer Þ} 
of well done, enter into the Kingdom prepared Fi 
for you from the Foundation of the World, and 
all ſuch will know a glorious Reſurrection. 4 


8 Concluſion, ll 
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The Concluſion. 


.TTAVING made the foregoing Obſet- 


ſervations, which are left to the Reader's 
ferious C onfideration ; what I greatly deſire, 
is, that all may come to the practical Part of 
true Religion and Chriſtianity ; for altho' a 


Man may believe, according to the Scripture, 


1 In God who created the Heavens and 
Ifa. Av. 18. % Earth, and formed it to be In- 
babited: And alſo believe, that Chriſt was 
conceived by the Holy Ghoſt, born of the 
Virgin Mary, and that he wrought many won- 
derful Miracles, and ſuffered Death upon the 
Crofs, as he was Man (for he could not die as 
he was God) and that he was dead and buried, 
and roſe again, and aſcended up to Heaven; 
and that he is alſo come again by his Spirit into 
Men's Hearts; although a Man may believe all 
theſe great Truths, and all the Articles of the 
Chriſtian Faith ; all-this will not entitle him to 
a Part in the Kingdom of God, unleſs he come 


- Heb nil. 34. ©* live an Holy Life, for we read, 


that without Holineſs, no Man ſhall 
fee the Lord. Thou believeſt faith the Apo- 
W ſtle, there is one God, thou doſt 
20. well, the Devils alſo believe und 
tremble; but wilt thou know, O vain 


Verſe 25. Nan, that Faith without Works is 


dead. For as the Body without the Spirit is dead, 


fo Faith evithout Works is dead, he faith, ſhew 
Verſe 18 me thy Faith without thy Works, 
2nd will ſpew thee my Faith by my 


Works. 


| "Tor yl | 
Works. The Saints F = gave them vigory. 
and wrought by Love, to the purifying of 
their Hearts. The practical part of Chriſtia- 
nity is too much wanting amongſt many of 
them that profeſs to be the Followers of Chriſt. 
To viſit the Widow and Fatherleſs in Jas. Bs 
their Affiftion, and to keep themſelves 7. 
unſpotted fram the World, is the Religion which 
will avail Men in a dying Hour. It is very 
for thoſe unto whom the Lord has open- 
ed his Hand wide, and bleſt with a plentiful 
Share of theſe low things, to be full of Bowels 
of Compaſſion towards them that are in Want 
and Diſtreſs, and to ſtand up for the Right of 
the Widow and Fatherleſs, this is one part of 
true Chriſtianity ; but to wrong and oppreſs 
the Widow and Fatherleſs, is the Reverſe of 


much of the Fear of God, that they hate tliis, 
the Scripture ſaith, bat the Fear of God is to hate 
Pride and Arrogancy, and the Evil Way. The 
more Men live in the Fear of God, there 1s the 
greater Hatred in their Hearts againſt ilt Things, 
but many for Want of this, have fallen into 

very bad Company, and evil Things, where- 
by they have brought great Ruin and Con- 
tempt upon themſelves. Bad Company has 
been the overthrow of many, My Son, faith 
the wite Man, if Sinners entice thee, conſent 
uot, The Enemy of Men's Happineſs, doth 
often make Uſe of ill Inſtruments to draw 
People into ill Things; and as mayy have 
been drawn into very 1 and ill Things, 


by 


Chriſtianity; many, not only amongſt us, but 
I hope, alſo "amongſt other Socities, have ſo 


| C62) 

by keeping of looſe and bad Company; Þ 1 
believe many have been greatly corrupted, 
through reading of corrupt and ill Books, ſo 
that ſome from reading of Atheiſtical Books, 
have arrived to a great Degree of Atheiſm. 
But it is very profitable to read the Holy 
Scriptures, which . proceeded from the good 
Spirit of God ; as People read them in the 
fame Spirit from which they did proceed; 
and there are alſo a great many other good 
Books that are written by ſuch as did fear 
God, which do greatly tend to promote Pie- 
ty and Virtue, and are very profitable to be 
read, 


GREAT Controverſies have been, and yet are 
amongſt the Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, about 
Religion: One ſaith one Thing, and another, 
another, ſo that I believe, many well mind- 
ed People are at a very great Stand to know 
which is the right Way: Now the A- 
poſtle - Peter, by the Direction of the Holy 
1 5 Ghoſt, has told us, that God is no Re- 

| * ſpeftor of Perſons, but in every Nati- 
on, he that fears God and works Righteouſneſs, L 
{ 
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is accepted with him. Now here are the Terms 
and Conditions clearly laid down, upon which 
Acceptance with God ſtands ; and this is what 
we deſire all People may come to be found in 
the Practice of, that ſo all Bitterneſs and Envy 


one againſt another, about Religion, might 
ceaſe and come to an End, that Truth and 
Rightouſneſs may flouriſh in the Earth. 


Ir 


eee ee 

Ir all did but truly live in the Fear of God 
as they ought to do, there would be an hol 
Harmony among the Children of Men, ai 
Love, Peace, Mercy, Truth, Juſtice and E- 
quity, would abound amongſt them ; but for 
want of this, how doth Strife, Envy, Injuſtice 
and Oppreſſion, abound, even amongſt man 
of them, who profeſs to be the Diſciples an 
Followers of Chriſt. O that the Children of 
Men had but in their own Experience, what 
great Reward and Peace there is in living in 
the Fear of God, and in keeping of his Com- 
mands, then they would ſerve him with Plea- 
ſure, for there is Peace and Comfort in obey - 
ing and ſerving the Lord, beyond. what any 
are ſenſible of, except thoſe that have it in their 
own Experience; ſo that I believe many pious 


and good People are thankful beyond what | 


they can expreſs in Words, that they were pre- 
vailed upon to ſerve him. 


Ap ſuch are concerned in Heart, that o- 
thers might alſo be gained upon to ſerve the 
Lord, that ſo they might be truly happy; it 
is for this End, that many of our Religious 
good Friends, have travelled from one Land 
and Country to another, in Hazard of their 
Lives, it is alſo upon this Account, that many 
have appeared in Print, that if poſſible, they 
might be inſtrumental to gain upon the Chil- 
dren of Men, to fear and ſerve the Lord, for 
if Men obſerve a thouſand outward Ob- 
ſervations, if they do not obey the Lord 
they will not all render them acceptable 
in his Sight: Samuel told Saul, that ae 
ience 
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dience was better than Sacrifice, and to_bearkey 
to the Voice of God. was better than the Fat of 


Wren it pleaſed God to reach to the A- 
ſtle Paul, and bring him to partake of his 
ve and Goodneſs, how did his Bowels yern 

for his Relations and Kinsfolks after the Fleſh, 

that they might- be gained upon to ſerve the 

Lord. And his Love did not only reach to 

them, but to Mankind univerſally, for in his 

firſt Epiſtle to J imothy, he faith, I exbort that 
2 Cor. v. Prayers and Interceſſions, &c. be made 
20. for all Men, and the Apoſtle labour- 
ed as in Chriſt's Stead, that Men might 

be reconciled to God: O what could a true Chriſ- 
tian, that hath the Mind of Chriſt, go through, 
that Men might be won upon to ſerve God 
truly, that ſo they might experience the Love 
and Goodneſs of God in themſelves ; for the 

Nature of the Love of God is ſuch, that when 

it prevails in Men's Hearts, then they deſire 

that others might come to the ſhare thereof 
with them, as the good Man of old ſaid, Come, 

Taſte and ſee that the Lord is good. It is when 

Men are truly prevailed upon, by the Power of 

Divine Love, that they come to be in Love 

with God, and to run the Ways of his Com- 

mands with Cheerfulneſs: for if there were no 
future Rewards and Puniſhments, that Peace 
and Comfort which they enjoy, who truly ſerve 
the Lord, i very incouraging to them to per- 
ſevere therein. - Friendly Reader, if thou be- 
lieveſt the” Death and Sufferings of the Lord 

F Ms Jeſus | 


e 
Jeſus Chriſt, who was crucified without the 
Gates of Jeruſalem, according as the Holy 
Scriptures relate, let not this ſatisfy thee, but 
be concerned that thou mayeſt know the Lord 
to bear Rule, and ſet up his Kingdom in thy 
Heart, then will it be eaſy for thee to do the 
Will of God, and keep his Commands. And 
if thou haſt a Value and Eſteem for the holy 
Scriptures, do not ſatisfy thy ſelf with only 
reading the Experiences of the holy Men of 
God, that ſpake what they were Witneſſes of, 
who knew a being waſhed by the Water of 
Regeneration, but ſeek that thou mayeſt alſo 
come to the Experience thereof in thy ſelf. And 
if thou art conſcientious for the outward Wa- 
ter- Baptiſm, and Bread and Wine, be careful 
thou do not reſt in the outward Obſervations, 


ſhort of that inward and ſpiritual Baptiſm and 


Communion which the good Chriſtians of old 
witneſſed; that through the Enjoyment there- 
of, thou mayeſt grow beyond the Uſe of the 


outward and viſible Signs: And as thou findeſt 


that ſome of old knew an over- coming of the 
Enemy of their Souls, and received Power to 


become the Sons of God, conſider what Vic- 


tory thou haſt gotten oyer the Enemy in thy 


ſelf. And as ſome People have been too in- 
quiſitive how the Dead ſhould be raiſed, and 
with what Bodies they ſhould come, let it be 
thy great Concern to know thou art raiſed out 
of the Grave of Sin and Iniquity, that thou 
mayſt walk with the Lord in newneſs of Life, 


and live to his Praiſe and Glory, whilſt thou 


(669 
haſt a Being here, that ſo thou mayſt attain to 
the Reſurrection of the Juſt hereafter. 


As the Lord in his wonderful Love and 
Mercy, has ſent the Son of his dear Love, the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to die for the Children of 
Men, whilſt they were Enemies to him; I 
tenderly deſire that all may conſider the great 
Love of God to them therein ; and as he is the 
Fountain and Author of all the Good that we 
receive, it is greatly to be deſired that his long 
Forbearance, great Goodneſs, and manifold 
Mercies extended to the Children of Men, might 
engage them to Care and Watchfulneſs: We 
1 pet. iii. Tead that the Long: ſuſſering of God 
2 Waited in the Days of Noah; while 

| the Ark was preparing; and when 
the Lord had long ftriven with them by his 
Gen. vi. 20. Spirit, and they would not be gain'd 

191 upon, then he deſtroyed them all, 
Ver. 21. 22. ſave only eight Perſons that were in 
the Ark. It is not long ſince the Peſtilence did 
very much prevail in France, by which many 
Thouſands were ſwept away. Now as the 
Lord has mercifully ſpared the People of theſe 
Countries, and the Britiſb Iſles adjacent, in 
lengthening a Day of Mercy to them; I deſire 
that his great Goodneſs and long Forbearance, 
may lead them to Repentance and Amendment 
of Life; for the Lord, as a tender Father, 
ſeeks to endear. the Children of Men to him- 
felt, by his Kindneſs and Love. 


; = 
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Arp friendly Reader, that thou, and all 
Men may be prevailed upon, to walk humbly 
with God, and live ſuch pious and holy Lives, 
that the great and End for which the 
Lord has made Man, and given him a Being 
upon the Earth to ſhew forth his Praiſe and 
— may be anſwered, that thou and they 
may be happy to all Eternity, is the ſincere 
Deſire of one of the People called Quaters. 
1097 2 7 BNIAMIN Hour, 


Ir the Reader deſires a more full and particular 
Account of our Principles there is an Apo- 
logy written by ROBERT BAR CLA, 
which has been printed in Exgliſb, Latin, 
Higb and Low- Dutch, Frenth, Spaniſh and 
Daniſb, to which he is referred. Ay 
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WE 


C oncerning Swearing, 


E do not only deny vain, raſh, and 

falſe Swearing, but we alſo Conſcien- 

=-_ refuſe to Swear in any Caſe, or on any 
Account whatſoever, becauſe we believe our 
Saviour, Mat. chap. v. ver. 33, 34, 35» 36, 
7, did poſitively forbid all Swearing, for he 
ich, Again ye have heard that it hath been ſaid 
| by them.of Old Time, Thou ſhalt notfor ſwear 
thy ſelſ but Halt perform unto the Lord thine 


Oaths: But I ſay unto you, Swear not at all, 

l meither by Heaven for it is God's Throne, nor by 

the Earth, for it is bis Footſtool, neither by Je- 
ruſalem, 2 it is the City of the great King: 

Neither ſhall thou Swear by thy Head, becauſe 

thou canſt not make one Hair white or black, but 

let your Communication be Yea, Yea, Nay, Nay, 

for whatjoever is more than theſe cometh of evil. 

From which it 1s very plain, that as they of 

old allow'd Swearing, but forbad forſwearing 

or Perjury, ſo our Saviour here forbids both 

the one and the ather, declaring without any 

exception, that whatſoever is more than Yea, 

Yea, Nay, Nay, cometh of Evil. As for pre- 

fane, vain and raſh Swearing, it was alſo for- 

bidden under the Law, for the third com- 

mand faith, Ex. chap. 20. ver. 7. Thou ſhalt 

not take the Name of the Lord thy Gott in 


Auer Þ be will 101 2 Him Guiltleſs that 


Toketh 
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taketh bis Name in vain. And as this our Con- 
ſcientious refuſal of an Oath in all Caſes, is 
grounded upon the _ command of Chriſt ; 
we have great Cauſe to be thankful to the 
King and Government for their Favour, by 
Enacting that our Word or Affirmation ſhall 
paſs in caſes of Evidence inſtead of an Oath. 
For many of our Elder Friends, underwent 
great and grievous Sufferings by Fines, Con- 
fiſcations, Baniſhments and Impriſonments to 
Death, for this their Chriſtian Teſtimony. 
Swearing is now become ſo common, that it 
may with Sorrow be' obſerved, that vain and 
prophane Swearing abounds, - Multitudes in 
their common Converſation being Guilty of it 
in open Defiance and Violation, both of God 
and Ma. „ee r 
Ir is very much to be deſired that all who 
profeſs to be the followers of Chriſt, may live 
in Subjection to the Spirit of Chriſt in them- 
ſelves, which leads unto all Truth, and conſe- 
quently to ſpeak Truth on all Occaſions : Men 
and Women under this influence may be very 
ſafely truſted, and it is a Reproach to any un- 
der the denomination of Chriſtians, that they 
cannot be depended upon for the Truth of 
of what they ſay. Religion however is not yet 
at ſo low an Ebb, but that there are many ho- 
neſt well minded People of different Profeſ- 
ſions;zwho have gained lo great Credit and Re- 
putatiof amongſt ſuch as know them, that 
they are and can be relied on for the Truth of 
what they write or ſpeak ; and were all to live 
up to the Doctrine of Chriſt, there would be 
%%% i $f 17 on Ta Beds. 
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no Occaſion for ſcaring to awe. Men unto 
Truth ſpeaking ; for the fear of God, which is 
more forceable than any Oath that ever can be 
made, would 1 gere d engage them 
Gen * 1 

1 AB x.Prople call'd Quakers are not the only 
People principled againſt ſwearing, The Men 
noifts in Holland, and in the united Provinces, 
they. and their Anceſtors have for a long Series 
5 Time, conſtantly refuſed to — an Oath 

n any Caſe whatſoever; and the States have 
ſo far indulged them as to Eſtabliſh that their 
Word ſhall paſs in Evidence inſtead of an 
Oath, ſubjecting them who falſify their Words 
to the ſame Penalties, as thoſe who ate guilty 
of Perjury, which: we hold to be very juſt and 
reaſonable. * The Primitive Chriſtians did ge- 
neraly refuſe to Swear, and it is obleryabie, 
that when their cruel | Perſecutors ſometimes 
called upon them to Swear, they returned this 
ſhort Anſwer, I am a Chriſtian : Divers of the 
antient Fathers and Martyrs, and early Refor- 
mers, were of the fame Sentiments on this 
Subject. Sce Treatiſe of Oaths, there the 
Reader will find many weighty Reaſons againſt 


all manner of Swearing, ſupported by the Ex- 


ample and Practice of eminent Chriſtians, 
Martyrs and Reformers in divers Ages of 
Chriſtianity, and as this Subject is thotaughly 
diſcuſs'd in that Treatiſe, and a full Agitwer 
there given to the ſeveral Objections uſually 


made on this Head; the Reader will find it 


well worth his peruſal, a few Quotations out 


of which ſaid Treatiſe, take as follows. 


Treatiſe 


o s# > % 


Tao of Oaths 10 


Pacz 40. The Teſtimony of Policarge). 
44. — of Fuftin Martyr. 
of Pontias and Blandina. 
41, 42. of Ba ſalidis. 
Pact 226. John Huſs, Jerome of Prague, 
Walter Brute, William Swin- 
der, William Satotry, William 
Thorp, Sc. are recorded by 
thoſe of their Nations, both 
High and Low-Dutch, to have 
refuled Swearing, as well by 
God, as by Creatures, in any 
Caſe, Private or Publick. 
127. The Teſtimony of Michael 
Sadler. 
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| 'Y + . It; . al nr the  ivingand vi ning of Men 
a 3 eminent for heir Greatneſs, © Learning, and Vimue; and that d 

| rr of Time and Nations ot the World, — All concurring 

in this one Teſtimon that a Life of ſtrict Virtue, viz, Todo Wal, 

mo - and bear I, is the N. to laſting Happineſs. 

2 2 S Printed by James Lifter, and ſold by §. Birt, in 

en. Londen 5 and by the Bookſellers in Town and 


i 
B. This excellent Treatiſe has already paſs'd ſeven Editions, 
| -and 'of this' [viz. the 8th almoſt 2000 have been fold in about 
three Months time; . ma 2 9 Neceflity of any other 
Recommendation. 
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